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A fascinating look at the lives, culture, and religious and ritual observance of
three generations of Iranian Jewish women in the United States.

Saba Soomekh offers a fascinating portrait of three generations of women in an
ethnically distinctive and little-known American Jewish community, Jews of
Iranian origin living in Los Angeles. Most of Iran’s Jewish community
immigrated to the United States and settled in Los Angeles in the wake of the
1979 Iranian Revolution and the government-sponsored discrimination that
followed. Based on interviews with women raised during the constitutional
monarchy of the earlier part of the twentieth century, those raised during the
modernizing Pahlavi regime of mid-century, and those who have grown up in
Los Angeles, the book presents an ethnographic portrait of what life was and is
like for Iranian Jewish women. Featuring the voices of all generations, the book
concentrates on religiosity and ritual observance, the relationship between men
and women, and women’s self-concept as Iranian Jewish women. Mother-
daughter relationships, double standards for sons and daughters, marriage
customs, the appeal of American forms of Jewish practices, social customs and
pressures, and the alternate attraction to and critique of materialism and attention
to outward appearance are discussed by the author and through the voices of her
informants.

“As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area … Saba Soomekh,
an Iranian-born member of this community, has written an informative profile of
the three generations of women in this community … As an insider, Soomekh
has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own
experience, her background research, and interviews with members of each
generation.” — Jewish Book Council
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From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of Iranian Jewish Women between Religion and
Culture By Saba Soomekh

A fascinating look at the lives, culture, and religious and ritual observance of three generations of Iranian
Jewish women in the United States.

Saba Soomekh offers a fascinating portrait of three generations of women in an ethnically distinctive and
little-known American Jewish community, Jews of Iranian origin living in Los Angeles. Most of Iran’s
Jewish community immigrated to the United States and settled in Los Angeles in the wake of the 1979
Iranian Revolution and the government-sponsored discrimination that followed. Based on interviews with
women raised during the constitutional monarchy of the earlier part of the twentieth century, those raised
during the modernizing Pahlavi regime of mid-century, and those who have grown up in Los Angeles, the
book presents an ethnographic portrait of what life was and is like for Iranian Jewish women. Featuring the
voices of all generations, the book concentrates on religiosity and ritual observance, the relationship between
men and women, and women’s self-concept as Iranian Jewish women. Mother-daughter relationships, double
standards for sons and daughters, marriage customs, the appeal of American forms of Jewish practices, social
customs and pressures, and the alternate attraction to and critique of materialism and attention to outward
appearance are discussed by the author and through the voices of her informants.

“As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area … Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of
this community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community …
As an insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own
experience, her background research, and interviews with members of each generation.” — Jewish Book
Council
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Editorial Review

Review
Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. Canadian Jewish News

As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council

Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. Canadian Jewish News

Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in "From the Shahs to Los Angeles",
providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that s
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles. "Portland Book
Review"

As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council

Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. "Canadian Jewish News""

Soomekh s study offers some valuable insight into the history, culture, and society of a sometimes insular
and somewhat inscrutable segment of Los Angeles s contemporary Jewish community a sound and
accessible study. "H-Net Reviews (H-Judaic)"
Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in "From the Shahs to Los Angeles,"
providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that s
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles. "Portland Book
Review"
As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council
Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. "Canadian Jewish News""

an astute anthropological study. "Lilith"
Soomekh s study offers some valuable insight into the history, culture, and society of a sometimes insular
and somewhat inscrutable segment of Los Angeles s contemporary Jewish community a sound and
accessible study. "H-Net Reviews (H-Judaic)"
Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in "From the Shahs to Los Angeles,"
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providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that s
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles. "Portland Book
Review"
As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council
Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. "Canadian Jewish News""

an astute anthropological study. Lilith
Soomekh s study offers some valuable insight into the history, culture, and society of a sometimes insular
and somewhat inscrutable segment of Los Angeles s contemporary Jewish community a sound and
accessible study. H-Net Reviews (H-Judaic)
Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in From the Shahs to Los Angeles,
providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that s
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles. Portland Book
Review
As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of this
community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community As an
insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own experience, her
background research, and interviews with members of each generation. Jewish Book Council
Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States. Canadian Jewish News"

..".an astute anthropological study." -- Lilith

..".Soomekh's study offers some valuable insight into the history, culture, and society of a sometimes insular
and somewhat inscrutable segment of Los Angeles's contemporary Jewish community ... a sound and
accessible study." -- H-Net Reviews (H-Judaic)
"Soomekh traces the innovation and maintenance of being Jewish in From the Shahs to Los Angeles,
providing a valuable contribution for study and a story on immigrant communities in the U.S. that's
accessible to the reader outside the insular community of Iranian Jews in Los Angeles." -- Portland Book
Review
"As many as 40,000 Iranian Jews live in the Los Angeles area ... Saba Soomekh, an Iranian-born member of
this community, has written an informative profile of the three generations of women in this community ...
As an insider, Soomekh has a unique perspective on these three generations on the basis of her own
experience, her background research, and interviews with members of each generation." -- Jewish Book
Council
..".Saba Soomekh draws a compelling ethnographic portrait of what life was and is for [Jews] in Iran and the
United States." -- Canadian Jewish News

About the Author
Saba Soomekh is Assistant Director of the Jewish Studies Program at Loyola Marymount University in Los
Angeles, California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Daniel Starnes:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a reserve. The book From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of
Iranian Jewish Women between Religion and Culture it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book possesses high quality.

Ricky Bodkin:

Beside this kind of From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of Iranian Jewish Women between
Religion and Culture in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three
Generations of Iranian Jewish Women between Religion and Culture because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come
on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from
right now!

Earl Wright:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of
Iranian Jewish Women between Religion and Culture was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of Iranian Jewish Women between
Religion and Culture has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading which.

Thomas Obrien:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of Iranian Jewish Women between
Religion and Culture we can get more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For being creative person
must love to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life with this book From the Shahs to Los Angeles: Three Generations of Iranian Jewish Women
between Religion and Culture. You can more pleasing than now.
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