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Creative Nonfiction, the Thurber Prize for American Humor, and the Audie
Award in Biography/Memoir

This Random House Reader’s Circle edition includes a reading group guide and a
conversation between Firoozeh Dumas and Khaled Hosseini, author of The Kite
Runner!

“Remarkable . . . told with wry humor shorn of sentimentality . . . In the
end, what sticks with the reader is an exuberant immigrant embrace of
America.”—San Francisco Chronicle

In 1972, when she was seven, Firoozeh Dumas and her family moved from Iran
to Southern California, arriving with no firsthand knowledge of this country
beyond her father’s glowing memories of his graduate school years here. More
family soon followed, and the clan has been here ever since.

 Funny in Farsi chronicles the American journey of Dumas’s wonderfully
engaging family: her engineer father, a sweetly quixotic dreamer who first sought
riches on Bowling for Dollars and in Las Vegas, and later lost his job during the
Iranian revolution; her elegant mother, who never fully mastered English (nor
cared to); her uncle, who combated the effects of American fast food with an
army of miraculous American weight-loss gadgets; and Firoozeh herself, who as
a girl changed her name to Julie, and who encountered a second wave of culture
shock when she met and married a Frenchman, becoming part of a one-couple
melting pot.

In a series of deftly drawn scenes, we watch the family grapple with American
English (hot dogs and hush puppies?—a complete mystery), American traditions
(Thanksgiving turkey?—an even greater mystery, since it tastes like nothing),
and American culture (Firoozeh’s parents laugh uproariously at Bob Hope on
television, although they don’t get the jokes even when she translates them into
Farsi).

Above all, this is an unforgettable story of identity, discovery, and the power of
family love. It is a book that will leave us all laughing—without an accent.
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Praise for Funny in Farsi
 
“Heartfelt and hilarious—in any language.”—Glamour
 
“A joyful success.”—Newsday
 
“What’s charming beyond the humor of this memoir is that it remains
affectionate even in the weakest, most tenuous moments for the culture. It’s the
brilliance of true sophistication at work.”—Los Angeles Times Book Review
 
“Often hilarious, always interesting . . . Like the movie My Big Fat Greek
Wedding, this book describes with humor the intersection and overlapping of two
cultures.”—The Providence Journal
 
“A humorous and introspective chronicle of a life filled with love—of family,
country, and heritage.”—Jimmy Carter
 
“Delightfully refreshing.”—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
 
“[Funny in Farsi] brings us closer to discovering what it means to be an
American.”—San Jose Mercury News
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“A humorous and introspective chronicle of a life filled with love—of family, country, and
heritage.”—Jimmy Carter
 
“Delightfully refreshing.”—Milwaukee Journal Sentinel
 
“[Funny in Farsi] brings us closer to discovering what it means to be an American.”—San Jose Mercury
News
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cynthia Miller:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of
Growing Up Iranian in America? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it
has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Matthew German:

Here thing why that Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America are different and reliable
to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the
content is as tasty as food or not. Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means
home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Funny in Farsi:
A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America in e-book can be your choice.

Josephine Mares:

This Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America tend to be reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian
in America can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at
food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This book will
be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America forcing you to have an
enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gwendolyn Harrison:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to pick
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one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Funny in Farsi: A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America
why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside
or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you
to pick up this book.
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