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The distinguished Middle Eastern author Raja Alem grew up in Mecca at a time
when the holy city was on the cusp of changing from medieval to modern. In this
vanished Mecca, vividly brought to life again in My Thousand and One Nights,
women hold center stage - especially Jummo, the wildly passionate daughter of
the Water Carriers' Sheik.
This faraway time and setting become compellingly real as we follow the
intimate drama of Jummo's life, the tragic arc of her affair with her childhood
sweetheart and her lifelong love for the mysterious Sidi Wadhana, a more-than-
human emissary from the Netherworld.
Jummo's world, veiled and invisible to outsiders until this telling of her story, has
the feel of the true center of an Arabia that has come to us in many exotic and
threatening disguises. Jummo's Mecca is a different world, with different
narrative strategies, but the dramatic problems are universal: how lethal is love,
how dangerous are woman? And how sensual is the yearning for immortality?
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The distinguished Middle Eastern author Raja Alem grew up in Mecca at a time when the holy city was on
the cusp of changing from medieval to modern. In this vanished Mecca, vividly brought to life again in My
Thousand and One Nights, women hold center stage - especially Jummo, the wildly passionate daughter of
the Water Carriers' Sheik.
This faraway time and setting become compellingly real as we follow the intimate drama of Jummo's life, the
tragic arc of her affair with her childhood sweetheart and her lifelong love for the mysterious Sidi Wadhana,
a more-than-human emissary from the Netherworld.
Jummo's world, veiled and invisible to outsiders until this telling of her story, has the feel of the true center
of an Arabia that has come to us in many exotic and threatening disguises. Jummo's Mecca is a different
world, with different narrative strategies, but the dramatic problems are universal: how lethal is love, how
dangerous are woman? And how sensual is the yearning for immortality?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The most richly detailed character in this collaborative novel is the city of Mecca, with its bewitching winds
and floods, animals and spirits casting shadows over the family whose trials provide the elusive narrative.
The narrator is Zohr, an upper-class girl whose letters (79 in total) to a character in The Thousand and One
Nights form a jumbled narrative that touches frequently on female sexuality and the spirit world. The
sections follow no chronological order, nor do they build upon each other to develop the conflict promised
early on, the "take-no-prisoners battles" between Zohr and her aunts, especially the wild Jummo, who as a
child was possessed by an animal spirit. Instead, the book is a compilation of passionately written yet
confusing vignettes that display the powers of geniis, spirits, and dervishes. The authors (who collaborated
before on the novel Fatma) present a dizzying picture of Mecca's mysticism, but the scattershot structure and
lack of direction are frustrating.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Raja Alem, one of the most highly regarded writers in contemporary Arabic literature, is the author of seven
novels, as well as plays and poetry. She lives in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. Tom McDonough is the author of the
novel, Virgin with Child, and a story collection, Light Years. His cinematography won an Academy Award
for the feature documentary, Best Boy. Raja and Tom's first collaborative work was Fatma, also published by
Syracuse University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Watkins:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This My Thousand and One
Nights: A Novel of Mecca (Middle East Literature In Translation) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Alma Young:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take My Thousand and One Nights: A Novel of Mecca
(Middle East Literature In Translation) as your daily resource information.
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Sheila Davis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping My Thousand and One Nights:
A Novel of Mecca (Middle East Literature In Translation) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person.
So , for all you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick My Thousand and One
Nights: A Novel of Mecca (Middle East Literature In Translation) become your personal starter.

Royce Woods:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
identified as of book My Thousand and One Nights: A Novel of Mecca (Middle East Literature In
Translation). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about reserve. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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