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The term “subalternity” refers to a condition of subordination brought about by
colonization or other forms of economic, social, racial, linguistic, and/or cultural
dominance. Subaltern studies is, therefore, a study of power. Who has it and who
does not. Who is gaining it and who is losing it. Power is intimately related to
questions of representation—to which representations have cognitive authority
and can secure hegemony and which do not and cannot. In this book John
Beverley examines the relationship between subalternity and representation by
analyzing the ways in which that relationship has been played out in the domain
of Latin American studies.

Dismissed by some as simply another new fashion in the critique of culture and
by others as a postmarxist heresy, subaltern studies began with the work of
Ranajit Guha and the South Asian Subaltern Studies collective in the 1980s.
Beverley’s focus on Latin America, however, is evidence of the growing
province of this field. In assessing subaltern studies’ purposes and methods, the
potential dangers it presents, and its interactions with deconstruction,
poststructuralism, cultural studies, Marxism, and political theory, Beverley builds
his discussion around a single, provocative question: How can academic
knowledge seek to represent the subaltern when that knowledge is itself
implicated in the practices that construct the subaltern as such? In his search for
answers, he grapples with a number of issues, notably the 1998 debate between
David Stoll and Rigoberta Menchú over her award-winning testimonial narrative,
I, Rigoberta Menchú. Other topics explored include the concept of civil society,
Florencia Mallon’s influential Peasant and Nation, the relationship between the
Latin American “lettered city” and the Túpac Amaru rebellion of 1780–1783, the
ideas of transculturation and hybridity in postcolonial studies and Latin American
cultural studies, multiculturalism, and the relationship between populism, popular
culture, and the “national-popular” in conditions of globalization.

This critique and defense of subaltern studies offers a compendium of insights
into a new form of knowledge and knowledge production. It will interest those
studying postcolonialism, political science, cultural studies, and Latin American
culture, history, and literature.
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The term “subalternity” refers to a condition of subordination brought about by colonization or other forms
of economic, social, racial, linguistic, and/or cultural dominance. Subaltern studies is, therefore, a study of
power. Who has it and who does not. Who is gaining it and who is losing it. Power is intimately related to
questions of representation—to which representations have cognitive authority and can secure hegemony and
which do not and cannot. In this book John Beverley examines the relationship between subalternity and
representation by analyzing the ways in which that relationship has been played out in the domain of Latin
American studies.

Dismissed by some as simply another new fashion in the critique of culture and by others as a postmarxist
heresy, subaltern studies began with the work of Ranajit Guha and the South Asian Subaltern Studies
collective in the 1980s. Beverley’s focus on Latin America, however, is evidence of the growing province of
this field. In assessing subaltern studies’ purposes and methods, the potential dangers it presents, and its
interactions with deconstruction, poststructuralism, cultural studies, Marxism, and political theory, Beverley
builds his discussion around a single, provocative question: How can academic knowledge seek to represent
the subaltern when that knowledge is itself implicated in the practices that construct the subaltern as such? In
his search for answers, he grapples with a number of issues, notably the 1998 debate between David Stoll
and Rigoberta Menchú over her award-winning testimonial narrative, I, Rigoberta Menchú. Other topics
explored include the concept of civil society, Florencia Mallon’s influential Peasant and Nation, the
relationship between the Latin American “lettered city” and the Túpac Amaru rebellion of 1780–1783, the
ideas of transculturation and hybridity in postcolonial studies and Latin American cultural studies,
multiculturalism, and the relationship between populism, popular culture, and the “national-popular” in
conditions of globalization.

This critique and defense of subaltern studies offers a compendium of insights into a new form of knowledge
and knowledge production. It will interest those studying postcolonialism, political science, cultural studies,
and Latin American culture, history, and literature.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Bringing together aspects of cultural studies, Latin American studies, postcolonial theory, and subaltern
studies, this is an important book. . . .” - K. Tölölyan, Choice

“[An] excellent book. . . . It is impossible to convey the richness and complexity of this book . . . I urge
everyone interested in cultural politics and political culture at the dawn of the millennium to read it without
delay.” - Edward Baker, Arizona Journal of Hispanic Cultural Studies

"John Beverley’s Subalternity and Representation is an important and timely work. . . . It is, unquestionably,
an invaluable addition to the field of cultural studies particularly for academic institutions interested in
creating and/or maintaining dynamic programs capable of responding to the ever-changing landscapes of
culture and identity. So too, for Latin American studies, Subalternity offers the opportunity to engage more
fully and more critically the myriad of experiences and expressions that make up this New World." - Shelly
Jarrett Bromberg, Jouvert

"The tensions in Beverly's work indicate not so much a personal failure as the stubbornly difficult nature of
the political and theoretical problems he investigates. Finally, the most important lesson he wishes us to
learn-that academics must assume 'a new kind of responsibility for what we say and do'-is one with which
even his harshest critic could agree." - Joseph Flanagan, interventions

“A brilliant discussion of current debates in cultural studies and subaltern studies. Beverley’s style is vibrant,
irreverent, subversive, and a pleasure to read. This is clearly one of the most interesting contributions to
subaltern studies since Ranajit Guha’s definition of the field in the early 1980s.”—José Rabasa, University of
California, Berkeley

“An excellent, compelling overview and mise en question of subaltern studies. At once clear and
conceptually sophisticated, this book engagingly rehearses many of the basic issues, texts and problems of
the field but is in no way derivative. It is an intelligent, thorough, thoughtful ‘reading’ of an increasingly
important area of study.”— Brad Epps, Harvard University

“[An] excellent book. . . . It is impossible to convey the richness and complexity of this book . . . I urge
everyone interested in cultural politics and political culture at the dawn of the millennium to read it without
delay.”
(Edward Baker Arizona Journal of Hispanic Cultural Studies)

“Bringing together aspects of cultural studies, Latin American studies, postcolonial theory, and subaltern
studies, this is an important book. . . .”
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(K. Tölölyan Choice)

"John Beverley’s Subalternity and Representation is an important and timely work. . . . It is, unquestionably,
an invaluable addition to the field of cultural studies particularly for academic institutions interested in
creating and/or maintaining dynamic programs capable of responding to the ever-changing landscapes of
culture and identity. So too, for Latin American studies, Subalternity offers the opportunity to engage more
fully and more critically the myriad of experiences and expressions that make up this New World."
(Shelly Jarrett Bromberg Jouvert)

"The tensions in Beverly's work indicate not so much a personal failure as the stubbornly difficult nature of
the political and theoretical problems he investigates. Finally, the most important lesson he wishes us to
learn-that academics must assume 'a new kind of responsibility for what we say and do'-is one with which
even his harshest critic could agree."
(Joseph Flanagan interventions)

From the Publisher
“A brilliant discussion of current debates in cultural studies and subaltern studies. Beverley’s style is vibrant,
irreverent, subversive, and a pleasure to read. This is clearly one of the most interesting contributions to
subaltern studies since Ranajit Guha’s definition of the field in the early 1980s.”—José Rabasa, University of
California, Berkeley

“An excellent, compelling overview and mise en question of subaltern studies. At once clear and
conceptually sophisticated, this book engagingly rehearses many of the basic issues, texts and problems of
the field but is in no way derivative. It is an intelligent, thorough, thoughtful ‘reading’ of an increasingly
important area of study.”— Brad Epps, Harvard University

From the Back Cover
"An excellent, compelling overview and "mise en question" of subaltern studies. At once clear and
conceptually sophisticated, this book engagingly rehearses many of the basic issues, texts and problems of
the field but is in no way derivative. It is an intelligent, thorough, thoughtful 'reading' of an increasingly
important area of study."-- Brad Epps, Harvard University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Charles Grove:

The event that you get from Subalternity and Representation: Arguments in Cultural Theory (Post-
Contemporary Interventions) could be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words
the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Subalternity and Representation: Arguments in Cultural Theory (Post-Contemporary Interventions) giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be
understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular
Subalternity and Representation: Arguments in Cultural Theory (Post-Contemporary Interventions) instantly.
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Andrew Drake:

This Subalternity and Representation: Arguments in Cultural Theory (Post-Contemporary Interventions) tend
to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Subalternity and Representation: Arguments in Cultural Theory (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can be
one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually
with information that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this
Subalternity and Representation: Arguments in Cultural Theory (Post-Contemporary Interventions) giving
you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Alice Black:

You will get this Subalternity and Representation: Arguments in Cultural Theory (Post-Contemporary
Interventions) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if
you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or
printed and also can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking
by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Charlene Johnson:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Subalternity and Representation: Arguments in
Cultural Theory (Post-Contemporary Interventions) to make your current reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the publication Subalternity and Representation:
Arguments in Cultural Theory (Post-Contemporary Interventions) can to be your new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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