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Thirty years have passed since eminent cultural and literary critic Fredric
Jameson wrote his classic work, The Political Unconscious: Narrative as a
Socially Symbolic Act, in which he insisted that 'there is nothing that is not social
and historical - indeed, that everything is "in the last analysis" political'. Bringing
together a team of leading scholars including Slavoj Zizek, Joan Ockman, Jane
Rendell, and Kojin Karatani, this book critically examines the important
contribution made by Jameson to the radical critique of architecture over this
period, highlighting its continued importance to contemporary architecture
discourse. Jameson's notion of the 'political unconscious' represents one of the
most powerful notions in the link between aesthetics and politics in
contemporary discourse. Taking this, along with other key concepts from
Jameson, as the basis for its chapters, this anthology asks questions such as: Is
architecture a place to stage 'class struggle'?, How can architecture act against the
conditions that 'affirmatively' produce it? What does 'the critical', and 'the
negative', mean in the discourse of architecture? and, How do we prevent
architecture from participating in the reproduction of the cultural logic of late
capitalism? This book breaks new ground in architectural criticism and offers
insights into the interrelationships between politics, culture, space, and
architecture and, in doing so, it acts as a counter-balast to the current trend in
architectural research where a general aestheticization dominates the discourse.
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Thirty years have passed since eminent cultural and literary critic Fredric Jameson wrote his classic work,
The Political Unconscious: Narrative as a Socially Symbolic Act, in which he insisted that 'there is nothing
that is not social and historical - indeed, that everything is "in the last analysis" political'. Bringing together a
team of leading scholars including Slavoj Zizek, Joan Ockman, Jane Rendell, and Kojin Karatani, this book
critically examines the important contribution made by Jameson to the radical critique of architecture over
this period, highlighting its continued importance to contemporary architecture discourse. Jameson's notion
of the 'political unconscious' represents one of the most powerful notions in the link between aesthetics and
politics in contemporary discourse. Taking this, along with other key concepts from Jameson, as the basis for
its chapters, this anthology asks questions such as: Is architecture a place to stage 'class struggle'?, How can
architecture act against the conditions that 'affirmatively' produce it? What does 'the critical', and 'the
negative', mean in the discourse of architecture? and, How do we prevent architecture from participating in
the reproduction of the cultural logic of late capitalism? This book breaks new ground in architectural
criticism and offers insights into the interrelationships between politics, culture, space, and architecture and,
in doing so, it acts as a counter-balast to the current trend in architectural research where a general
aestheticization dominates the discourse.
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Editorial Review

Review
'In architectural discourse, Fredric Jameson is usually associated with his now-classic construction of the
postmodern as a cultural dominant. That concept, however, is only part of Jameson's vast theoretical
machinery, of which the political unconscious is the center, and in which architecture has the important
social function to represent historical and technological forces that might otherwise remain undetectable.
With luminous scope and impressive depth, this collection insists on the fuller significance of Jameson's
thought for architecture. It is important for anyone interested in progressive thinking about cultural practices.'
Michael Hays, Harvard University, USA 'This volume takes Fredric Jameson's writing as a lens through
which to refocus the political stakes and purposes of architectural theory. Refusing neoliberalism's
'injunction against thought', the interventions help reinvigorate the emancipatory project.' Gail Day,
University of Leeds, UK '... this publication collects under its covers an insightful and polemical
contemporary overview of appropriations that Jameson's notion of the political unconscious finds in
architecture, photography and film studies.' Imaginations

About the Author
Nadir Lahiji is an architect, critic, educator, and a theorist. He teaches architecture theory, modernity, and
contemporary criticism in the intersections of philosophy, radical social theory, and psychoanalytical theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Williams:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Political Unconscious of
Architecture: Re-opening Jameson's Narrative (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) book because book offers
you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
everbody knows.

Mark Thomas:

This The Political Unconscious of Architecture: Re-opening Jameson's Narrative (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason
why of this The Political Unconscious of Architecture: Re-opening Jameson's Narrative (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this The Political Unconscious of Architecture: Re-opening Jameson's Narrative (Ashgate
Studies in Architecture) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy
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reading.

Larry Gregg:

This The Political Unconscious of Architecture: Re-opening Jameson's Narrative (Ashgate Studies in
Architecture) is great guide for you because the content which can be full of information for you who also
always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Political Unconscious of
Architecture: Re-opening Jameson's Narrative (Ashgate Studies in Architecture) in your hand like keeping
the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Herbert Mikula:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is The Political Unconscious of Architecture: Re-opening Jameson's Narrative
(Ashgate Studies in Architecture) this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer
require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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