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With What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us, the Library of Arabic Literature brings
readers an acknowledged masterpiece of early 20th-century Arabic prose. Penned
by the Egyptian journalist Muhammad al-Muwaylihi, this exceptional title was
first introduced in serialized form in his family’s pioneering newspaper Misbah
al-Sharq (Light of the East), on which this edition is based, and later published in
book form in 1907. Widely hailed for its erudition and its mordant wit, What ?Isa
ibn Hisham Told Us was embraced by Egypt’s burgeoning reading public and
soon became required reading for generations of Egyptian school students.
 
Bridging classical genres and the emerging tradition of modern Arabic
fiction, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us is divided into two parts, the second of
which was only added to the text with the fourth edition of 1927. Sarcastic in
tone and critical in outlook, the book relates the excursions of its narrator ?Isa ibn
Hisham and his companion, the Pasha, through a rapidly Westernized Cairo at
the height of British occupation, providing vivid commentary of a society
negotiating—however imperfectly—the clash of imported cultural values and
traditional norms of conduct, law, and education. The “Second Journey” takes the
narrator to Paris to visit the Exposition Universelle of 1900, where al-Muwaylihi
casts the same relentlessly critical eye on European society, modernity, and the
role of Western imperialism as it ripples across the globe.
 
Paving the way for the modern Arabic novel, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us is
invaluable both for its sociological insight into colonial Egypt and its pioneering
role in Arabic literary history.
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With What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us, the Library of Arabic Literature brings readers an acknowledged
masterpiece of early 20th-century Arabic prose. Penned by the Egyptian journalist Muhammad al-
Muwaylihi, this exceptional title was first introduced in serialized form in his family’s pioneering
newspaper Misbah al-Sharq (Light of the East), on which this edition is based, and later published in book
form in 1907. Widely hailed for its erudition and its mordant wit, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us was
embraced by Egypt’s burgeoning reading public and soon became required reading for generations of
Egyptian school students.
 
Bridging classical genres and the emerging tradition of modern Arabic fiction, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told
Us is divided into two parts, the second of which was only added to the text with the fourth edition of 1927.
Sarcastic in tone and critical in outlook, the book relates the excursions of its narrator ?Isa ibn Hisham and
his companion, the Pasha, through a rapidly Westernized Cairo at the height of British occupation, providing
vivid commentary of a society negotiating—however imperfectly—the clash of imported cultural values and
traditional norms of conduct, law, and education. The “Second Journey” takes the narrator to Paris to visit
the Exposition Universelle of 1900, where al-Muwaylihi casts the same relentlessly critical eye on European
society, modernity, and the role of Western imperialism as it ripples across the globe.
 
Paving the way for the modern Arabic novel, What ?Isa ibn Hisham Told Us is invaluable both for its
sociological insight into colonial Egypt and its pioneering role in Arabic literary history.
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Editorial Review

Review
"While illustrating his novel with local examples from that time, al-Muwaylihi’s effective critique is as broad
and relevant as much classical Western satire; surprisingly much of it feels very modern, the various
arguments and examples easily imaginable in contemporary settings…a cohesive (and still very far-reaching)
work that also offers a lot of entertainment value. It’s an enjoyable read, with some great anecdotes and very
funny scenes—and a lot of interesting arguments.”-The Complete Review

"[Allen's] craftsmanship is on full display in these magisterial translations... of supreme literary
complexity."-Journal of Arabic Literature

About the Author
Muhammad al-Muwaylihi (1274-1348 H/1858-1930 AD) was an Egyptian writer and political journalist, a
career that he shared with his prominent father, Ibrahim al-Muwaylihi, with whom he also published the
reputable and incisive newspaper Misbah al-Sharq (Light of the East). Other notable works include Critique
of Shawqi’s Collected Poems and Cure for the Soul.

Roger Allen retired in 2011 from his position as the Sascha Jane Patterson Harvie Professor at the
University of Pennsylvania, where he served for forty-three years as Professor of Arabic and Comparative
Literature. He is the author and translator of numerous publications on Arabic literature, modern fiction and
drama, and language pedagogy.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Toni Styer:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A
Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) ended up being making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The guide What 'Isa
ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) is not only giving
you far more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A
Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature). You never experience lose out for everything in
the event you read some books.

Donald Labelle:

The guide untitled What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic
Literature) is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content
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that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information
that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of What 'Isa
ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Thomas Hawkins:

You may get this What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic
Literature) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Juan Gilbert:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of
Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic Literature) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book What 'Isa ibn Hisham Told Us: or, A Period of Time, Volume Two (Library of Arabic
Literature) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make
you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading which.
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