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In 1975, a young high school teacher took the stage at a prayer meeting in a
southwestern Korean city to recite a poem called "The Winter Republic." The
poem became an anthem against the military dictatorship of Park Chung Hee and
his successors; the poet, however, soon found himself in court and then in prison
for saddling the authoritarian state with such a memorable moniker. This unique
book weaves together literary works, biographical accounts, institutional
histories, trial transcripts, and personal interviews to tell the powerful story of
how literature became a fierce battleground against authoritarian rule during one
of the darkest periods in South Korea's history.

Park Chung Hee's military dictatorship was a time of unparalleled political
oppression. It was also a time of rapid and unprecedented economic
development. Against this backdrop, Youngju Ryu charts the growing activism
of Korean writers who interpreted literature's traditional autonomy as a clarion
call to action, an imperative to intervene politically in the name of art. Each of
the book's four chapters is devoted to a single writer and organized around a
trope central to his work. Kim Chi-ha's "bandits," satirizing Park's dictatorship;
Yi Mun-gu's "neighbor," evoking old nostalgia and new anxieties; Cho Se-h?i's
dwarf, representing the plight of the urban poor; and Hwang Sok-yong's labor
fiction, the supposed herald of the proletarian revolution. Ending nearly two
decades of an implicit ban on socially engaged writing, literature of the period
became politicized not merely in content and form, but also as an institution.

Writers of the Winter Republic emerged as the conscience of their troubled yet
formative times. A question of politics lies at the heart of this book, which seeks
to understand how and why a time of political oppression and censorship
simultaneously expanded the practice and everyday relevance of literature. By
animating the lives and works of the men who shaped this period, the book offers
readers an illuminating literary, cultural, and political history of the era.
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In 1975, a young high school teacher took the stage at a prayer meeting in a southwestern Korean city to
recite a poem called "The Winter Republic." The poem became an anthem against the military dictatorship of
Park Chung Hee and his successors; the poet, however, soon found himself in court and then in prison for
saddling the authoritarian state with such a memorable moniker. This unique book weaves together literary
works, biographical accounts, institutional histories, trial transcripts, and personal interviews to tell the
powerful story of how literature became a fierce battleground against authoritarian rule during one of the
darkest periods in South Korea's history.

Park Chung Hee's military dictatorship was a time of unparalleled political oppression. It was also a time of
rapid and unprecedented economic development. Against this backdrop, Youngju Ryu charts the growing
activism of Korean writers who interpreted literature's traditional autonomy as a clarion call to action, an
imperative to intervene politically in the name of art. Each of the book's four chapters is devoted to a single
writer and organized around a trope central to his work. Kim Chi-ha's "bandits," satirizing Park's
dictatorship; Yi Mun-gu's "neighbor," evoking old nostalgia and new anxieties; Cho Se-h?i's dwarf,
representing the plight of the urban poor; and Hwang Sok-yong's labor fiction, the supposed herald of the
proletarian revolution. Ending nearly two decades of an implicit ban on socially engaged writing, literature
of the period became politicized not merely in content and form, but also as an institution.

Writers of the Winter Republic emerged as the conscience of their troubled yet formative times. A question
of politics lies at the heart of this book, which seeks to understand how and why a time of political
oppression and censorship simultaneously expanded the practice and everyday relevance of literature. By
animating the lives and works of the men who shaped this period, the book offers readers an illuminating
literary, cultural, and political history of the era.
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Editorial Review

Review
The Winter Republic was a label given by a dissident poet to the dictatorial rule of the South Korean leader
Park Chung-hee. . . . This beautifully written book analyzes the work of four other authors whose fiction and
poetry exposed political oppression and social injustice during that time. Ryu s close readings bring these
fascinating works alive even for those who don t read Korean.-- "Foreign Affairs"

This is a riveting, beautifully written account of literature that was created in a harrowing situation yet
remained focused and clear. . . . This is a necessary study of literature as a vehicle for political change,
beyond Park's Korea as well as in it. Essential.-- "CHOICE"

"The Winter Republic" was a label given by a dissident poet to the dictatorial rule of the South Korean leader
Park Chung-hee. . . . This beautifully written book analyzes the work of four other authors whose fiction and
poetry exposed political oppression and social injustice during that time. Ryu's close readings bring these
fascinating works alive even for those who don't read Korean.-- "Foreign Affairs"

Review
This is a riveting, beautifully written account of literature that was created in a harrowing situation yet
remained focused and clear. . . . This is a necessary study of literature as a vehicle for political change,
beyond Park’s Korea as well as in it. Essential. (CHOICE)

“The Winter Republic” was a label given by a dissident poet to the dictatorial rule of the South Korean
leader Park Chung-hee. . . . This beautifully written book analyzes the work of four other authors whose
fiction and poetry exposed political oppression and social injustice during that time. Ryu’s close readings
bring these fascinating works alive even for those who don’t read Korean. (Foreign Affairs)

Review
Youngju Ryu offers a vivid portrait of the period from the early 1960s to the early 1990s through accounts of
the literary debates of those decades. It is a riveting rendition of a dramatic war against one of the most
authoritarian regimes in modern history, a war waged by poets and writers whose ability to inspire and ignite
people’s imaginations grew so powerful that many of them were jailed and tortured and, in some cases,
sentenced to death. Brilliant and beautifully written, her discussions of the texts are informed by her wide
and deep knowledge of Korean history, language, and culture. (Elaine H. Kim, University of California,
Berkeley)

Writers of the Winter Republic shows how anyone interested in the political economy of Korea needs to start
reading poetry and novels. As Youngju Ryu demonstrates in these elegant and riveting pages, it was
literature that provided the heart and conscience of anti-authoritarian resistance, giving voice to wider social
forces during an era of military suppression and censorship. The sacrifices writers made together with their
marvelous texts capture better than any standard history the compelling and dramatic narratives of modern
Korea. This is literary history at its best. (Andre Schmid, University of Toronto)

Writers of the Winter Republic is a significant accomplishment. Youngju Ryu completely revises our
thinking about post-1945 South Korean literary history and the relations among politics, aesthetics, and
ethics. The impact of this book will be lasting. (Theodore Hughes, Columbia University)
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From reader reviews:

Donald Dickens:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and
Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea.

Graham Ayala:

This Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea tend to be reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Writers of the Winter
Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea can be one of many great books you must
have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Writers of the Winter
Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

David McCabe:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its
protect may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic
as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and
Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea why because the great cover that make you consider in regards to the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Stanley Cooper:

This Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park Chung Hee's Korea is great guide for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and
possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great arrange
word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information
with lovely delivering sentences. Having Writers of the Winter Republic: Literature and Resistance in Park
Chung Hee's Korea in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular.
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We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So
, this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?
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