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In 1932, Aldous Huxley published Brave New World, his famous novel about a
future in which humans are produced to spec in laboratories. Around the same
time, Australian legislators announced an ambitious experiment to “breed the
colour” out of Australia by procuring white husbands for women of white and
indigenous descent. In this study, Nadine Attewell reflects on an assumption
central to these and other policy initiatives and cultural texts from twentieth-
century Britain, Australia, and New Zealand: that the fortunes of the nation
depend on controlling the reproductive choices of citizen-subjects.

Better Britons charts an innovative approach to the politics of reproduction by
reading an array of works and discourses – from canonical modernist novels and
speculative fictions to government memoranda and public debates – that reflect
on the significance of reproductive behaviours for civic, national, and racial
identities. Bringing insights from feminist and queer theory into dialogue with
work in indigenous studies, Attewell sheds new light on changing conceptions of
British and settler identity during the era of decolonization.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘Attewell’s focus on specific moments of reproductive crisis across diverse geographies and genres allows
her to illuminate the centrality of reproductive projects… Better Britons makes a welcome and valuable
contribution to the field of empire studies.’

(Eddy Kent English Studies in Canada vol 41:04:2015)

‘Attewell offers an enlightening and meticulous interpretation of twentieth century British and post imperial
literatures.’

(Matthew Levay Year’s Work in English Studies vol 95:01:2016)

“Better Britons is an original and challenging study of reproductive policies in early twentieth-century
settler-invader contexts. It offers sophisticated and provocative analyses of the connections between these
policies as they were used to bolster tentative national identities in the closing era of the British empire. It
makes an important and original contribution to postcolonial studies.”

(Cynthia Sugars, Department of English, University of Ottawa)

“Nadine Attewell’s book is a rich and complex examination of the relationship between reproduction and
national identity that encompasses modernist fiction, science fiction, and archival material on indigenous
people in New Zealand and Australia. Its weaving together of these genres shows the continuities between
legal, cultural, and literary texts.”

(Radhika Mohanram, Professor of English and Critical and Cultural Theory, University of Cardiff)

About the Author
Nadine Attewell is an assistant professor in the Department of English and Cultural Studies at McMaster
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Sylvester:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Better Britons: Reproduction, National Identity, and the Afterlife of
Empire. Try to stumble through book Better Britons: Reproduction, National Identity, and the Afterlife of
Empire as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside
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associated with course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Florence Taylor:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The Better Britons: Reproduction, National Identity, and the Afterlife of Empire provide you with new
experience in reading a book.

Francis Knapp:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Better Britons: Reproduction,
National Identity, and the Afterlife of Empire which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's notice.

Wendell Holloway:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Better Britons: Reproduction, National Identity, and the
Afterlife of Empire was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point,
many ways to get book that you wanted.
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