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Western culture has long regarded black female sexuality with a strange mix of
fascination and condemnation, associating it with everything from desirability,
hypersexuality, and liberation to vulgarity, recklessness, and disease. Yet even as
their bodies and sexualities have been the subject of countless public discourses,
black women’s voices have been largely marginalized in these discussions. In
this groundbreaking collection, feminist scholars from across the academy come
together to correct this omission—illuminating black female sexual desires
marked by agency and empowerment, as well as pleasure and pain, to reveal the
ways black women regulate their sexual lives. 

The twelve original essays in Black Female Sexualities reveal the diverse ways
black women perceive, experience, and represent sexuality. The contributors
highlight the range of tactics that black women use to express their sexual desires
and identities. Yet they do not shy away from exploring the complex ways in
which black women negotiate the more traumatic aspects of sexuality and
grapple with the legacy of negative stereotypes. 

Black Female Sexualities takes not only an interdisciplinary approach—drawing
from critical race theory, sociology, and performance studies—but also an
intergenerational one, in conversation with the foremothers of black feminist
studies. In addition, it explores a diverse archive of representations, covering
everything from blues to hip-hop, from Crash to Precious, from Sister Souljah to
Edwidge Danticat. Revealing that black female sexuality is anything but a black-
and-white issue, this collection demonstrates how to appreciate a whole spectrum
of subjectivities, experiences, and desires.  
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Western culture has long regarded black female sexuality with a strange mix of fascination and
condemnation, associating it with everything from desirability, hypersexuality, and liberation to vulgarity,
recklessness, and disease. Yet even as their bodies and sexualities have been the subject of countless public
discourses, black women’s voices have been largely marginalized in these discussions. In this
groundbreaking collection, feminist scholars from across the academy come together to correct this
omission—illuminating black female sexual desires marked by agency and empowerment, as well as
pleasure and pain, to reveal the ways black women regulate their sexual lives. 

The twelve original essays in Black Female Sexualities reveal the diverse ways black women perceive,
experience, and represent sexuality. The contributors highlight the range of tactics that black women use to
express their sexual desires and identities. Yet they do not shy away from exploring the complex ways in
which black women negotiate the more traumatic aspects of sexuality and grapple with the legacy of
negative stereotypes. 

Black Female Sexualities takes not only an interdisciplinary approach—drawing from critical race theory,
sociology, and performance studies—but also an intergenerational one, in conversation with the foremothers
of black feminist studies. In addition, it explores a diverse archive of representations, covering everything
from blues to hip-hop, from Crash to Precious, from Sister Souljah to Edwidge Danticat. Revealing that
black female sexuality is anything but a black-and-white issue, this collection demonstrates how to
appreciate a whole spectrum of subjectivities, experiences, and desires.  
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a rich, multifaceted volume that leaves few if any stones unturned in exploring the themes of sex,
sexuality, and feminism in relation to Black women."
(Noliwe Rooks Cornell University)

"This volume provides an illuminating discourse about the meaning, metaphors, and magnitude of black
female sexuality as an agent of both oppression and transformation."
(Paula J. Giddings author of IDA: A Sword Among Lions)

About the Author
TRIMIKO MELANCON is an assistant professor of English, African American studies, and women’s
studies at Loyola University New Orleans. She is the author of Unbought and Unbossed: Transgressive
Black Women, Sexuality, and Representation. 

 
JOANNE M. BRAXTON is the Frances L. and Edwin L. Cummings Professor of English and the
Humanities at the College of William and Mary. She is the author of Black Women Writing Autobiography:
A Tradition Within a Tradition.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

The book Black Female Sexualities can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Black Female Sexualities? Wide variety you
have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that,
it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Black Female Sexualities has simple
shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Derek Wire:

You can spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Black Female Sexualities is simple to create
you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess much space to
bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save
the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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Eric Beasley:

This Black Female Sexualities is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or
perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Black Female Sexualities can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book
application form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should
be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and knowledge.

Jessica Keith:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you
might have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Black Female Sexualities can give
you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to
be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Black Female Sexualities.
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