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Where did maths come from? Who thought up all those algebra symbols, and
why? What's the story behind ... negative numbers? ... the metric system? ...
quadratic equations? ... sine and cosine? The 25 independent sketches in Math
through the Ages answer these questions and many others in an informal,
easygoing style that's accessible to teachers, students, and anyone who is curious
about the history of mathematical ideas. Each sketch contains Questions and
Projects to help you learn more about its topic and to see how its main ideas fit
into the bigger picture of history. The 25 short stories are preceded by a 56-page
bird's-eye overview of the entire panorama of mathematical history, a whirlwind
tour of the most important people, events, and trends that shaped the mathematics
we know today. Reading suggestions after each sketch provide starting points for
readers who want to pursue a topic further.
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Where did maths come from? Who thought up all those algebra symbols, and why? What's the story behind
... negative numbers? ... the metric system? ... quadratic equations? ... sine and cosine? The 25 independent
sketches in Math through the Ages answer these questions and many others in an informal, easygoing style
that's accessible to teachers, students, and anyone who is curious about the history of mathematical ideas.
Each sketch contains Questions and Projects to help you learn more about its topic and to see how its main
ideas fit into the bigger picture of history. The 25 short stories are preceded by a 56-page bird's-eye overview
of the entire panorama of mathematical history, a whirlwind tour of the most important people, events, and
trends that shaped the mathematics we know today. Reading suggestions after each sketch provide starting
points for readers who want to pursue a topic further.
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Editorial Review

Review
'This is a beautiful and important book, a pleasure to read, in which the history recounted fully illuminates
the mathematical ideas, and the ideas themselves are superbly explained: a wonderful accomplishment.'
Barry Mazur, Harvard University

About the Author
Bill Berlinghoff received his PhD in mathematics from Wesleyan University. He is a Visiting Professor at
Colby College in Waterville, Maine. He is the author of several college texts for liberal arts mathematics.

Fernando Gouvea received his PhD from Harvard University. He is a Professor of Mathematics at Colby
College. He is the author of a number of books, research papers, and expository articles in mathematics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peter Pitts:

In other case, little people like to read book Math Through the Ages: A Gentle History for Teachers and
Others, Expanded Edition (Mathematical Association of America Textbooks). You can choose the best book
if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book Math Through the Ages: A
Gentle History for Teachers and Others, Expanded Edition (Mathematical Association of America
Textbooks). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad
you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you
can open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Roger Lindsey:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Math Through the Ages: A Gentle
History for Teachers and Others, Expanded Edition (Mathematical Association of America Textbooks) will
make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be
thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?
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Randall Wilmes:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Math Through the
Ages: A Gentle History for Teachers and Others, Expanded Edition (Mathematical Association of America
Textbooks).

Constance Argueta:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This publication Math Through the Ages: A Gentle History for
Teachers and Others, Expanded Edition (Mathematical Association of America Textbooks) was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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