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Now in paperback one of the most stirring accounts of the lives of Chinese
women since Wild Swans “full of heart-rending tales….shocking, simply
told…a very powerful polemic” (The New York Times Book Review).

Following her internationally bestselling book The Good Women of China,
Xinran has written one of the most powerful accounts of the lives of Chinese
women. She has gained entrance to the most pained, secret chambers in the
hearts of Chinese mothers—students, successful businesswomen, midwives,
peasants—who, whether as a consequence of the single-child policy, destructive
age-old traditions, or hideous economic necessity, have given up their daughters.
Xinran beautifully portrays the “extra-birth guerrillas” who travel the roads and
the railways, evading the system, trying to hold on to more than one baby; naïve
young girl students who have made life-wrecking mistakes; the “pebble mother”
on the banks of the Yangtze River still looking into the depths for her stolen
daughter; peasant women rejected by their families because they can’t produce a
male heir; and Little Snow, the orphaned baby fostered by Xinran but confiscated
by the state.

For parents of adopted Chinese children and for the children themselves, this is
an indispensable, powerful, and intensely moving book. Message from an
Unknown Chinese Mother is powered by love and by heartbreak and will stay
with readers long after they have turned the final page.
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Now in paperback one of the most stirring accounts of the lives of Chinese women since Wild Swans
“full of heart-rending tales….shocking, simply told…a very powerful polemic” (The New York Times
Book Review).

Following her internationally bestselling book The Good Women of China, Xinran has written one of the
most powerful accounts of the lives of Chinese women. She has gained entrance to the most pained, secret
chambers in the hearts of Chinese mothers—students, successful businesswomen, midwives, peasants—who,
whether as a consequence of the single-child policy, destructive age-old traditions, or hideous economic
necessity, have given up their daughters. Xinran beautifully portrays the “extra-birth guerrillas” who travel
the roads and the railways, evading the system, trying to hold on to more than one baby; naïve young girl
students who have made life-wrecking mistakes; the “pebble mother” on the banks of the Yangtze River still
looking into the depths for her stolen daughter; peasant women rejected by their families because they can’t
produce a male heir; and Little Snow, the orphaned baby fostered by Xinran but confiscated by the state.

For parents of adopted Chinese children and for the children themselves, this is an indispensable, powerful,
and intensely moving book. Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother is powered by love and by
heartbreak and will stay with readers long after they have turned the final page.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Xinran (Good Women of China) collects the heartbreaking stories of Chinese women forced to give up their
baby girls because of the one-child-only policy or feudal traditions that prefer boys, in an oral history written
for those abandoned daughters. Speaking with midwives, students, businesswomen, adoption workers,
peasants, and "extra-birth guerrilla troops" (people who live on the lam eluding the system so they can have
more than one baby), Xinran is compassionate and remarkably adept at getting her interviewees to open up
about their most painful memories: how some mothers were forced to put their babies up for adoption or
abandon them at hospitals, orphanages, or on the street, and how they've seen newborns drowned or
smothered at birth. She shows how outdated traditions, modern policies, and punishing poverty spur the
abandonment of so many female infants, and an abnormally high suicide rate for women of childbearing age.
This is a brutally honest book written for those relinquished children, so that they will know how much their
birth mothers loved them and how--in the words of one mother who gave up her daughter--"they paid for that
love with an endless stream of bitter tears." (Mar.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* The author of The Good Women of China (2002) now offers a gut-wrenching account of
Chinese women forced to give up (or worse) their daughters in the 1980s and 1990s because of China?s one
child policy. Implemented to control China?s booming population, the law led to the abandonment and
murder of countless female babies, as many families stood to lose land if they didn?t have a son to inherit
and manage it. Formerly a popular radio personality in Nanjing, Xinran sought out the sad stories of women
whose daughters were taken from them after birth. And not all the families who gave up their daughters were
peasants struggling to hold onto their land. Xinran was horrified to witness a father doting on his young
daughter on a train, only to abandon her hours later. Xinran gives Chinese women who lost their daughters a
voice in this powerful volume, laying bare their raw pain. This eye-opening work is made even more
shocking by how recent most of these women?s stories are, even as Xinran counterbalances the heartbreak
with letters from families outside China who have adopted Chinese babies. --Kristine Huntley

Review
"A touching book...[Xinran] gives voice to the silent heartbreak of tens of thousands of Chinese women."
—New York Post

“This collection is powerful and heartbreaking. It's a must-read for families who have adopted children from
China, as well as for anyone who has an interest in what women's lives are like in the economic powerhouse
China has become.” –Lisa See

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
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diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Message from an
Unknown Chinese Mother: Stories of Loss and Love. All type of book would you see on many sources. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Lenore Ryan:

This book untitled Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother: Stories of Loss and Love to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Robert Sanders:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother: Stories of Loss and Love, you could tells your family,
friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Catherine Graziani:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother:
Stories of Loss and Love to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a book
and examine it. Beside that the e-book Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother: Stories of Loss and
Love can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their
time.
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