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Kya Hgji Abdullah Gymnastiar, known affectionately by Indonesiansas"Aa
Gym" (elder brother Gym), rose to fame via nationally televised sermons, best-
selling books, and corporate training seminars. In Rebranding Islam James B.
Hoesterey draws on two years study of this charismatic leader and his message
of Sufi ideas blended with Western pop psychology and management theory to
examine new trends in the religious and economic desires of an aspiring middle
class, the political predicaments bridging self and state, and the broader themes
of religious authority, economic globalization, and the end(s) of political Islam.
At Gymnastiar's I amic school, television studios, and MQ Training complex,
Hoesterey observed this charismatic preacher developing atraining regimen
called Manajemen Qolbu into Indonesia's leading self-help program via
nationally televised sermons, best-selling books, and corporate training seminars.
Hoesterey's analysis explains how Gymnastiar articulated and mobilized Islamic
idioms of ethics and affect as away to offer self-help solutions for Indonesia's
moral, economic, and political problems. Hoesterey then shows how, after Aa
Gym'sfall, the former celebrity guru was eclipsed by other television preachers
in what is the ever-changing mosaic of Islam in Indonesia. Although Rebranding
Islam tells the story of one man, it is also an anthropology of Islamic psychology.
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Kyai Haji Abdullah Gymnastiar, known affectionately by Indonesians as"Aa Gym" (elder brother Gym),
rose to fame via nationally televised sermons, best-selling books, and corporate training seminars. In
Rebranding Islam James B. Hoesterey draws on two years study of this charismatic leader and his message
of Sufi ideas blended with Western pop psychology and management theory to examine new trendsin the
religious and economic desires of an aspiring middle class, the political predicaments bridging self and state,
and the broader themes of religious authority, economic globalization, and the end(s) of political Islam. At
Gymnastiar's Islamic school, television studios, and MQ Training complex, Hoesterey observed this
charismatic preacher developing atraining regimen called Manajemen Qolbu into Indonesias leading self-
help program via nationally televised sermons, best-selling books, and corporate training seminars.
Hoesterey's analysis explains how Gymnastiar articulated and mobilized Islamic idioms of ethics and affect
as away to offer self-help solutions for Indonesia’s moral, economic, and political problems. Hoesterey then
shows how, after Aa Gym'sfall, the former celebrity guru was eclipsed by other television preachers in what
is the ever-changing mosaic of 1slam in Indonesia. Although Rebranding Islam tells the story of one man, it
is also an anthropology of Islamic psychology.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The story of Aa Gym holds many lessons on the interface between globalization, marketing, and religious
authority in the contemporary Muslim world. James Hoesterey's stunning ethnography is much more than
just asuperb account of religious life in the world's largest Muslim nation; his work a so identifies broader
trends around the political economy and sociology of 1slamic knowledge that are relevant to many settings
today." (Peter Mandaville, Professor of International Affairs George Mason University)

"Thiswork is quite simply one of the best written, theoretically well-informed, and downright interesting
works in both anthropology and religious studies that | have read in the past four years. It speaks engagingly
across avariety of disciplines and debates, including Islamic studies of contemporary Sufism and
sociological and political science studies of Islam's crisis of religious authority. | can think of no other work
that achieves this work's balance of readability and theoretical depth.” (Robert W. Hefner, Director, Institute
on Culture, Religion, and World Affairs)

"Rebranding Idam is awelcome and overdue response to analyses of political 1slam that focus on either
violence or voting as the only two modes of political expression in the 21st century. By analyzing the vibrant
styles of Islamic political communication in Indonesia, the world's largest majority-Muslim country,
Hoesterey powerfully and singularly broadens our questions. This book should challenge assumptions that
undergird pernicious claims about the incompatibility of Islamic piety and democratic politics." (Carla Jones,
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Colorado)

"Rebranding Idam represents a study that transcends conventional scholarly approachesin grasping the
dynamics of religious lifein Indonesia.. . . These and other theoretical questions the book provokes attest to
its analytical richnessinviting the reader to rethink the ways Islamic developments in Indonesia have been
investigated so far . . . In short, the book is amust-read for scholars and students of Indonesian Islam, as well
as highly recommended for awider scholarly audience interested in the transformation of religion in the
contemporary eraat large." (Martin Slama Bijdragen tot de taal-, |land- en volkenkunde)

About the Author
James B. Hoesterey is Assistant Professor of Religion at Emory University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Virginia Glass:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Rebranding Islam: Piety, Prosperity, and a Self-Help Guru (Studies of the
Walter H. Shorenstein Asi). Try to the actual book Rebranding Islam: Piety, Prosperity, and a Self-Help
Guru (Studies of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asi) as your friend. It meansthat it can to become your friend
when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book.
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S0, let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Kenneth Kelly:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
since just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Rebranding Islam: Piety,
Prosperity, and a Self-Help Guru (Studies of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asi) to read.

Flora Godfrey:

This Rebranding Islam: Piety, Prosperity, and a Self-Help Guru (Studies of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asi) is
great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who have always deal with world
and possess to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great plan word or we
can point out no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details
init. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information
with splendid delivering sentences. Having Rebranding Islam: Piety, Prosperity, and a Self-Help Guru
(Studies of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asi) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in
itisnot ridiculous a single. We can say that no e-book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right
but this e-book aready do that. So , thisredly is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt that will?

Clyde Miller:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Rebranding Islam: Piety, Prosperity, and a Self-
Help Guru (Studies of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asi) or maybe others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to bring their knowledge. In different
case, beside science book, any other book likes Rebranding Islam: Piety, Prosperity, and a Self-Help Guru
(Studies of the Walter H. Shorenstein Asi) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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