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The Christian Science Monitor's #1 Best Book of the Year

A witty, informative, and popular travelogue about the Scandinavian countries
and how they may not be as happy or as perfect as we assume, “The Almost
Nearly Perfect People offers up the ideal mixture of intriguing and revealing
facts” (Laura Miller, Salon).

Journalist Michael Booth has lived among the Scandinavians for more than ten
years, and he has grown increasingly frustrated with the rose-tinted view of this
part of the world offered up by the Western media. In this timely book he leaves
his adopted home of Denmark and embarks on a journey through all five of the
Nordic countries to discover who these curious tribes are, the secrets of their
success, and, most intriguing of all, what they think of one another.

Why are the Danes so happy, despite having the highest taxes? Do the Finns
really have the best education system? Are the Icelanders as feral as they
sometimes appear? How are the Norwegians spending their fantastic oil wealth?
And why do all of them hate the Swedes? In The Almost Nearly Perfect People
Michael Booth explains who the Scandinavians are, how they differ and why,
and what their quirks and foibles are, and he explores why these societies have
become so successful and models for the world. Along the way a more nuanced,
often darker picture emerges of a region plagued by taboos, characterized by
suffocating parochialism, and populated by extremists of various shades. They
may very well be almost nearly perfect, but it isn’t easy being Scandinavian.
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The Christian Science Monitor's #1 Best Book of the Year

A witty, informative, and popular travelogue about the Scandinavian countries and how they may not be as
happy or as perfect as we assume, “The Almost Nearly Perfect People offers up the ideal mixture of
intriguing and revealing facts” (Laura Miller, Salon).

Journalist Michael Booth has lived among the Scandinavians for more than ten years, and he has grown
increasingly frustrated with the rose-tinted view of this part of the world offered up by the Western media. In
this timely book he leaves his adopted home of Denmark and embarks on a journey through all five of the
Nordic countries to discover who these curious tribes are, the secrets of their success, and, most intriguing of
all, what they think of one another.

Why are the Danes so happy, despite having the highest taxes? Do the Finns really have the best education
system? Are the Icelanders as feral as they sometimes appear? How are the Norwegians spending their
fantastic oil wealth? And why do all of them hate the Swedes? In The Almost Nearly Perfect People Michael
Booth explains who the Scandinavians are, how they differ and why, and what their quirks and foibles are,
and he explores why these societies have become so successful and models for the world. Along the way a
more nuanced, often darker picture emerges of a region plagued by taboos, characterized by suffocating
parochialism, and populated by extremists of various shades. They may very well be almost nearly perfect,
but it isn’t easy being Scandinavian.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Geraldine Carlson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the
Scandinavian Utopia book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want
to supply to you. The writer connected with The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the
Scandinavian Utopia content conveys thinking easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-
book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The
Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Adam McGrath:

The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering
the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement
in writing The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia yet doesn't forget
the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Beth Kelly:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia can be
your answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Enola Hudson:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Almost Nearly Perfect People:
Behind the Myth of the Scandinavian Utopia to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of
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reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to open a book and study it. Beside that the reserve The Almost Nearly Perfect People: Behind the Myth
of the Scandinavian Utopia can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of these time.
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