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During the last five decades, U.S. cultural diplomacy programs have withered
because of politics and accidents of history that have subordinated cultural
diplomacy to public relations campaigning, now called “public diplomacy.” With
anti-Americanism on the rise worldwide, cultural diplomacy should become an
immediate priority, but politicians continue to ignore this relatively inexpensive,
age-old tool for promoting understanding among nations. Richard Arndt probes
the history of American cultural diplomacy to demonstrate its valuable past
contributions and to make a plea for reviving it for the future. Cultural relations
occur naturally between people in different nations as a result of trade, tourism,
student exchanges, entertainment, communications, migration,
intermarriage—millions of cross-cultural encounters. But cultural diplomacy
only happens when a government decides to channel and to support cultural
exchange through planned programs to promote broad national interests. The
First Resort of Kings examines the first eight decades of formal U.S. cultural
diplomacy, from its tentative beginnings in World War I through the 1990s.
Arndt also compares America’s efforts with those of other nations and enriches
his narrative by detailing the professional experiences of the men and women
who have represented American democracy, education, intellect, art, and
literature to the rest of the world. His work shows that this dialogue of American
culture and education with the rest of the world is neither a frill nor a domestic
political concern but is the deepest cornerstone of a positive, forward-looking
U.S. foreign policy. Arndt argues that, particularly in the wake of the Iraq War,
America must revive its cultural diplomacy programs as a long-term investment
in international goodwill and understanding.
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During the last five decades, U.S. cultural diplomacy programs have withered because of politics and
accidents of history that have subordinated cultural diplomacy to public relations campaigning, now called
“public diplomacy.” With anti-Americanism on the rise worldwide, cultural diplomacy should become an
immediate priority, but politicians continue to ignore this relatively inexpensive, age-old tool for promoting
understanding among nations. Richard Arndt probes the history of American cultural diplomacy to
demonstrate its valuable past contributions and to make a plea for reviving it for the future. Cultural relations
occur naturally between people in different nations as a result of trade, tourism, student exchanges,
entertainment, communications, migration, intermarriage—millions of cross-cultural encounters. But cultural
diplomacy only happens when a government decides to channel and to support cultural exchange through
planned programs to promote broad national interests. The First Resort of Kings examines the first eight
decades of formal U.S. cultural diplomacy, from its tentative beginnings in World War I through the 1990s.
Arndt also compares America’s efforts with those of other nations and enriches his narrative by detailing the
professional experiences of the men and women who have represented American democracy, education,
intellect, art, and literature to the rest of the world. His work shows that this dialogue of American culture
and education with the rest of the world is neither a frill nor a domestic political concern but is the deepest
cornerstone of a positive, forward-looking U.S. foreign policy. Arndt argues that, particularly in the wake of
the Iraq War, America must revive its cultural diplomacy programs as a long-term investment in
international goodwill and understanding.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Never in the history of the republic have we Americans been so cordially disliked around the world. Never
have we needed an effective strategy for cultural diplomacy more. In THE FIRST RESORT OF KINGS,
Richard Arndt presents the neglected history of American cultural diplomacy, and his story is as accurate and
engrossing as it is depressing. We desperately need to do better, and Arndt has some important advice about
how and where we can improve. This is a valuable book for anyone who cares about improving America's
place in the world." --Stanley N. Katz, professor of public and international affairs, Woodrow Wilson
School, Princeton University

About the Author
Richard T. Arndt worked for USIA for twenty-four years after earning a doctorate and teaching at Columbia
University. Since retiring from the USIA, he has served as the president of the U.S. Fulbright Association,
coedited The Fulbright Difference, 1948-1992, chaired the National Peace Foundation, and is currently the
president of Americans for UNESCO. He lives in Washington, D.C.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kathryn Patterson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural
Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Charles Melendez:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be
your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The First Resort of Kings: American
Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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Susan Garrard:

You can find this The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you
get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Mike Edwards:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The First Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy
in the Twentieth Century was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The First
Resort of Kings: American Cultural Diplomacy in the Twentieth Century has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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