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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau calls The Gardens of Democracy one of
his favorite books. In a post-election world with widespread political upheaval, a
deep wellspring of civic engagement and collective action is beginning to
emerge. Modern American life has become marked by divisive conversations
about everything from racial and social justice to fighting the ever-widening
income gap, environmental conservation, and how we might collaborate as active
citizens to heal our democracy. 
 
In The Gardens of Democracy, Eric Liu and Nick Hanauer outline an argument
for why our most basic assumptions about these topics need updating for the 21st
century. For those finding their voice for the first time, this book offers a
conceptual roadmap for a way forward—for what they are resisting, why they
resist, and for the better democracy they want to grow.

Liu and Hanauer’s ideas are simple but revolutionary: true “self-interest” is
incomplete without tending to the shared best interests of the national
community. They illustrate that to model positivity, good citizenship, and ensure
liberty and justice for all, we must achieve compromise by reaching across the
aisle and putting the power to execute programs back in the hands of individuals,
not big government. True freedom does not live in isolation, and we must
redefine how we view prosperity in order to move from a dog-eat-dog mentality
that perpetuates the top 1 percent to a communal and inclusive movement that
illustrates that we’re all better off when we’re all better off.

Timely, inspiring, and highly charged, The Gardens of Democracy is a much-
needed call to action for citizens to embrace their roles in a democratic society.
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Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau calls The Gardens of Democracy one of his favorite books. In a
post-election world with widespread political upheaval, a deep wellspring of civic engagement and collective
action is beginning to emerge. Modern American life has become marked by divisive conversations about
everything from racial and social justice to fighting the ever-widening income gap, environmental
conservation, and how we might collaborate as active citizens to heal our democracy. 
 
In The Gardens of Democracy, Eric Liu and Nick Hanauer outline an argument for why our most basic
assumptions about these topics need updating for the 21st century. For those finding their voice for the first
time, this book offers a conceptual roadmap for a way forward—for what they are resisting, why they resist,
and for the better democracy they want to grow.

Liu and Hanauer’s ideas are simple but revolutionary: true “self-interest” is incomplete without tending to
the shared best interests of the national community. They illustrate that to model positivity, good citizenship,
and ensure liberty and justice for all, we must achieve compromise by reaching across the aisle and putting
the power to execute programs back in the hands of individuals, not big government. True freedom does not
live in isolation, and we must redefine how we view prosperity in order to move from a dog-eat-dog
mentality that perpetuates the top 1 percent to a communal and inclusive movement that illustrates that we’re
all better off when we’re all better off.

Timely, inspiring, and highly charged, The Gardens of Democracy is a much-needed call to action for
citizens to embrace their roles in a democratic society.
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Editorial Review

Review

Recommended by Justin Trudeau (Quora Q&A, April 2017)

"Liu and Hanauer have proposed a powerful new way to think about how society works and there is a lot
here for conservatives to work with and debate." --Noah Kristula-Green, The Daily Beast

The Gardens of Democracy provides a refreshing new conceptual approach to understanding our economic
and political situation, and it will help us move past the fossilized ideas in today’s public debates.”--Francis
Fukuyama, author of The Origins of Political Order

“Society is a garden. Liu and Hanauer’s simple metaphor makes the complexities and limits of social policy
emerge before your eyes. Statists can’t see the interconnections of organic systems. Free marketers can’t see
that a garden needs some tending. If you’re looking for a way forward out of America’s dangerous gridlock,
read this wonderful book.”--Jonathan Haidt, Professor of psychology, University of Virginia and author of
The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and Religion

“Eric Liu and Nick Hanauer are progressives who always think outside the box, and that’s why everyone
should pay attention to them. The Gardens of Democracy shakes up our stale debate over government’s role
in a dynamic society, and in a thoughtful, creative and inventive way. Everyone will find something to
disagree with here, and that’s the point: getting us out of our comfort zones is an immensely useful
democratic undertaking.”--E.J. Dionne Jr., author of Why Americans Hate Politics

"I just read a remarkable book by Eric Liu and Nick Hanauer. It is The Gardens of Democracy: A New
American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government.  I highly recommend it as a big
gust of fresh air to clear out the dense, stale, gases we have all been breathing when it comes to how we talk
about politics and citizenship. It is time to break out of the prison of left/right thinking that has made politics
so mean spirited in recent years... There is something in this new metaphor for both the left and the
right."--Ray Smock, Robert C. Byrd Center for Legislative Studies

"Even if you don't agree with everything the authors propose, you will find 'The Gardens of Democracy' to
be spirited and thought provoking."--The Bellingham Herald

"We’d do well to shift our political and economic metaphors from images involving machinery toward more
organic ways of thinking… [A] nifty way of rethinking metaphors for what government does."--Wonkette

About the Author
ERIC LIU is the founder and CEO of Citizen University and executive director of the Aspen Institute
Citizenship and American Identity Program. He is the author of several books, including You’re More
Powerful than You Think: A Citizen’s Guide to Making Change Happen, The True Patriot, and A
Chinaman's Chance. Eric served as a White House speechwriter and policy adviser for President Bill
Clinton. He is a regular columnist for CNN.com and a correspondent for TheAtlantic.com.
 
NICK HANAUER is a Seattle-based serial entrepreneur, venture capitalist, author and activist with a knack
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for identifying and building transformative business models. In 2007, he co-authored The True Patriot with
Eric Liu and co-founded The True Patriot Network, a non-partisan group committed to furthering patriotic
ideals. He also co-founded the Washington State League of Education Voters (LEV), a non-partisan
statewide political organization focused on promoting public education, where he serves as co-president.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Brandon Li:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story
of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government as the daily resource information.

Helen McCormick:

Typically the book The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and
the Role of Government will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style
to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book you just read, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the
Economy, and the Role of Government is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Walter Berry:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role
of Government.

Denise Lee:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
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the world. From the book The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of Citizenship, the Economy,
and the Role of Government we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being
creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim.
Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book The Gardens of Democracy: A New American Story of
Citizenship, the Economy, and the Role of Government. You can more attractive than now.
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