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Young Samuel Johnson and his dachshund, Boswell, are trying to show initiative
by trick-or-treating a full three days before Halloween, which is how they come
to witness strange goings-on at 666 Crowley Road. The Abernathys don't mean
any harm by their flirtation with the underworld, but when they unknowingly call
forth Satan himself, they create a gap in the universe, a gap through which a pair
of enormous gates is visible. The gates to Hell. And there are some pretty
terrifying beings just itching to get out.... Can one small boy defeat evil? Can he
harness the power of science, faith, and love to save the world as we know it?

Bursting with imagination and impossible to put down, The Gates is about the
pull between good and evil, physics and fantasy and the courage of a boy who is
barely old enough to trick or treat on his own. This novel makes anything seem
possible.
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Young Samuel Johnson and his dachshund, Boswell, are trying to show initiative by trick-or-treating a full
three days before Halloween, which is how they come to witness strange goings-on at 666 Crowley Road.
The Abernathys don't mean any harm by their flirtation with the underworld, but when they unknowingly
call forth Satan himself, they create a gap in the universe, a gap through which a pair of enormous gates is
visible. The gates to Hell. And there are some pretty terrifying beings just itching to get out.... Can one small
boy defeat evil? Can he harness the power of science, faith, and love to save the world as we know it?

Bursting with imagination and impossible to put down, The Gates is about the pull between good and evil,
physics and fantasy and the courage of a boy who is barely old enough to trick or treat on his own. This
novel makes anything seem possible.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In this frothy fantasy thriller from bestseller Connolly (The Book of Lost Things), 11-year-old Samuel
Johnson witnesses an inadvertent intersection of science and the supernatural while trick-or-treating at the
Abernathy household in Biddlecombe, England. Something nasty reaches through an atomically engineered
portal to Hades and possesses four suburban sorcerers. From that point on, Samuel finds himself battling
hordes of invading demons and desperately trying to convince disbelieving adults that the impending end of
the world is not a fancy of his overactive imagination. Connolly plays this potentially spooky scenario
strictly for laughs, larding the narrative with droll jokes, humorous asides and the slapstick pratfalls of Nurd,
an amusingly incompetent subdemon whom Samuel ultimately befriends. Though billed as an adult book for
children, this light fantasy will strike even adult readers as divertingly whimsical. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
Critics compared John Connolly to two first-rate children's authors (Eoin Colfer and Madeline L'Engle) and
two great satirists (Terry Pratchett and Douglas Adams—whom many of us started reading in middle school
anyway). The Gates, they said, displays the wonder and wit of the works of each of this impressive quartet
while also having a personality of its own. Reviewers were especially impressed with the explanations of
quantum mechanics, wormholes, black holes, and the Hadron Collider—which lent more scientific substance
to the story. While noting a few spots that made the plot drag, critics generally recommended the book to
both children and adults.

About the Author
John Connolly is the author of the Charlie Parker series of mystery novels, the supernatural collection
Nocturnes, the Samuel Johnson Trilogy for younger readers, and (with Jennifer Ridyard) the Chronicles of
the Invaders series. He lives in Dublin, Ireland. For more information, see his website at
JohnConnollyBooks.com, or follow him on Twitter @JConnollyBooks.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Richardson:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Gates (The Samuel Johnson Series).

Faye Berg:

You can spend your free time to see this book this e-book. This The Gates (The Samuel Johnson Series) is
simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include
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much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to read it.
You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Raymond Langford:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be The Gates (The Samuel Johnson Series). This book and that is qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review
this e-book you can get many advantages.

Olive Griffin:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Gates (The Samuel Johnson Series) can make you
sense more interested to read.
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