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“If I had to choose between betraying my country and betraying my friend, I
hope I should have the guts to betray my country.” So E. M. Forster famously
observed in his Two Cheers for Democracy. Forster’s epigrammatic manifesto,
where the idea of the “friend” stands as a metaphor for dissident cross-cultural
collaboration, holds the key, Leela Gandhi argues in Affective Communities, to
the hitherto neglected history of western anti-imperialism. Focusing on
individuals and groups who renounced the privileges of imperialism to elect
affinity with victims of their own expansionist cultures, she uncovers the
utopian-socialist critiques of empire that emerged in Europe, specifically in
Britain, at the end of the nineteenth century. Gandhi reveals for the first time how
those associated with marginalized lifestyles, subcultures, and
traditions—including homosexuality, vegetarianism, animal rights, spiritualism,
and aestheticism—united against imperialism and forged strong bonds with
colonized subjects and cultures.

Gandhi weaves together the stories of a number of South Asian and European
friendships that flourished between 1878 and 1914, tracing the complex historical
networks connecting figures like the English socialist and homosexual reformer
Edward Carpenter and the young Indian barrister M. K. Gandhi, or the Jewish
French mystic Mirra Alfassa and the Cambridge-educated Indian yogi and
extremist Sri Aurobindo. In a global milieu where the battle lines of empire are
reemerging in newer and more pernicious configurations, Affective Communities
challenges homogeneous portrayals of “the West” and its role in relation to
anticolonial struggles. Drawing on Derrida’s theory of friendship, Gandhi puts
forth a powerful new model of the political: one that finds in friendship a crucial
resource for anti-imperialism and transnational collaboration.

 Download Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-d ...pdf

 Read Online Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin ...pdf

PDF File: Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, And The Politics Of Friendship (Politics, History, And Culture)1

http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150
http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150
http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150
http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150
http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150
http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150
http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150
http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150
http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150
http://ibooko.club/go/read.php?id=0822337150


Read and Download Ebook Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, And The Politics Of Friendship (Politics, History, And Culture) PDF Public Ebook Library

PDF File: Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, And The Politics Of Friendship (Politics, History, And Culture)2



Read and Download Ebook Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, And The Politics Of Friendship (Politics, History, And Culture) PDF Public Ebook Library

Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle
Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History,
and Culture)

By Leela Gandhi

Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) By Leela Gandhi

“If I had to choose between betraying my country and betraying my friend, I hope I should have the guts to
betray my country.” So E. M. Forster famously observed in his Two Cheers for Democracy. Forster’s
epigrammatic manifesto, where the idea of the “friend” stands as a metaphor for dissident cross-cultural
collaboration, holds the key, Leela Gandhi argues in Affective Communities, to the hitherto neglected history
of western anti-imperialism. Focusing on individuals and groups who renounced the privileges of
imperialism to elect affinity with victims of their own expansionist cultures, she uncovers the utopian-
socialist critiques of empire that emerged in Europe, specifically in Britain, at the end of the nineteenth
century. Gandhi reveals for the first time how those associated with marginalized lifestyles, subcultures, and
traditions—including homosexuality, vegetarianism, animal rights, spiritualism, and aestheticism—united
against imperialism and forged strong bonds with colonized subjects and cultures.

Gandhi weaves together the stories of a number of South Asian and European friendships that flourished
between 1878 and 1914, tracing the complex historical networks connecting figures like the English socialist
and homosexual reformer Edward Carpenter and the young Indian barrister M. K. Gandhi, or the Jewish
French mystic Mirra Alfassa and the Cambridge-educated Indian yogi and extremist Sri Aurobindo. In a
global milieu where the battle lines of empire are reemerging in newer and more pernicious configurations,
Affective Communities challenges homogeneous portrayals of “the West” and its role in relation to
anticolonial struggles. Drawing on Derrida’s theory of friendship, Gandhi puts forth a powerful new model
of the political: one that finds in friendship a crucial resource for anti-imperialism and transnational
collaboration.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Affective Communities is outstanding. It stretches postcolonial theory well beyond its usual boundaries.
Leela Gandhi successfully documents the anti-imperial affiliations and politics of certain marginalized
subcultures in late-nineteenth-century Britain and Europe, and she shows what Indian nationalists owed to
these traditions.”—Dipesh Chakrabarty, author of Provincializing Europe: Postcolonial Thought and
Historical Difference

“A very original and thought-provoking book, Affective Communities offers an outstanding contribution to
postcolonial and queer studies. Leela Gandhi provides detailed, brilliant discussions of particular figures
such as Edward Carpenter, Henry Salt, and M. K. Gandhi and the ways in which they interwove their various
radical counter-cultural interests into larger political strategies of anticapitalist utopianism.”—Robert J. C.
Young, author of Postcolonialism

“Affective Communities is an important book that challenges the founding principles of postcolonial theory
not in order to reject its ambitions but to open new ways to approach these urgent issues. . . . This book is
hard to put down, but it also invites frequent rereading as a guide and as a reformulation of the theoretically
and politically complex terrain of anti-colonial and postcolonial theorising.”
(Linnell Secomb Postcolonial Studies)

“I admire the passion, integrity, and brilliance with which [Gandhi] makes her case. . . . This is a book to be
savoured for its suggestive insights. . . . Its intellectual energy derives . . . from Gandhi’s inventive retrieval
and analysis of forgotten texts . . . . ”
(Seth Koven The International History Review)

From the Back Cover
"A very original and thought-provoking book, "Affective Communities" offers an outstanding contribution to
postcolonial and queer studies. Leela Gandhi provides detailed, brilliant discussions of particular figures
such as Edward Carpenter, Henry Salt, and M. K. Gandhi and the ways in which they interwove their various
radical counter-cultural interests into larger political strategies of anticapitalist utopianism."--Robert J. C.
Young, author of "Postcolonialism"

About the Author

Leela Gandhi teaches at La Trobe University in Melbourne, Australia. She is the author of Postcolonialism:
A Critical Introduction, a coauthor of England in Twentieth-Century Fiction: Through Colonial Eyes, and a
coeditor of the journal Postcolonial Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Marcus Musick:

This Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular
Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-
Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) can bring when you are and
not make your case space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even phone. This Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the
Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) having very good arrangement in word as well as
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Louise Richards:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle
Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) book is readable through you who
hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding
Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking
Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Stanley Cooper:

This Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship
(Politics, History, and Culture) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person,
why. The explanation of this Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and
the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) can be one of the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that perhaps
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Affective Communities:
Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and
Culture) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Gary Lund:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
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heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
right now there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Affective Communities: Anticolonial Thought, Fin-de-Siècle Radicalism, and the
Politics of Friendship (Politics, History, and Culture) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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