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Norman's novella-length folktale tells the story of resistance among the folks
against an evil King. Using the Appalachian region as a model, the tale describes
a mythic hill domain that has been exploited by the forces of a colonizing empire.
The hero Jack, familiar from the Jack tale tradition, is the fugitive leader of the
people's revolt and the nemesis of the King. Wounded survivors of the revolution
find solace and healing on Ancient Creek where old Aunt Haze is the guiding
spirit.

Told in mock-heroic language, Ancient Creek employs satire, comic irony,
regional speech and the voice of a storyteller as it moves toward its hopeful
conclusion. "Ancient Creek is an idea as well as a physical place in the Hill
Domain that has not been spoiled by humans," says Norman. "It is so pure, so far
back in the mountains, it does not appear on the King s maps. Ancient Creek
refers to the old stream. It's an actual stream but also a river of words, a stream of
consciousness that bears the old legends and lore and the old wisdom. There are
forces in the world that want to destroy that river, to destroy all native and natural
life, bring it under control for whatever profit that may be in it. That is what the
resistance is about."

First recorded as a spoken-word album by Appalshop in 1975, Ancient Creek
appears in book form for the first time in this Old Cove Press edition. In addition
to Norman s original tale, the book includes essays about the story by Annalucia
Accardo, Dee Davis, Kevin I. Eyster and Jim Wayne Miller. A digitally
remastered CD of the 1975 reading is being published concurrently with the book
by June Appal Recordings, a division of Appalshop. The book and CD feature
cover art by noted Kentucky artist Pam Oldfield Meade, who painted her vision
of Ancient Creek.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Gurney Norman is Professor of English at the University of Kentucky. He is the author of the folktale
Ancient Creek, the novel Divine Right s Trip, and Kinfolks, a collection of short stories. He is co-editor of
Back Talk: Confronting Appalachian Stereotypes and An American Vein: Critical Readings in Appalachian
Literature. Norman is widely recognized for his writing, teaching and cultural work in the Appalachian
region. He was appointed Kentucky Poet Laureate (2009-2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Rogers:

Here thing why this Ancient Creek: A Folktale are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Ancient
Creek: A Folktale giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no publication that similar with Ancient Creek: A Folktale. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Ancient Creek: A Folktale in e-
book can be your substitute.

Roseann Flowers:

Ancient Creek: A Folktale can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Ancient Creek: A Folktale however doesn't forget the
main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Arnold Browning:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Ancient Creek: A Folktale can make you sense more interested to
read.
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Allen Yopp:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Ancient Creek: A Folktale to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book and
examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that
the guide Ancient Creek: A Folktale can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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