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The best introductory book on the subject examines plant structures and the
problems they present to illustrators, then discusses the artist's tools and how to
use them: pencils, erasers, papers, brushes, watercolors, gouache, and acrylics.
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Editorial Review

Review
Botanical artist Keith West's thorough guide to drawing plants is so beautifully produced that even nonartists
who love nature and art will want to own it. -- Lori D. Kranz Bloomsbury Review 19970201 The wealth of
technical information will provide the artist with a greater understanding of and proficiency in botanical
work. -- Angel Lee Choice 19990601 Filled with superb illustrations and step-by-step studies showing how
illustrations can be built up and how special effects can be applied ... An encyclopedic reference that has
long been needed by botanical illustrators. Northeastern Naturalist 20010507 The book provides quite a
helpful basis even for the beginner artist; for those with experience, it's fun to learn methods gleaned during
the author's life. Garden Clippings 20010725 The techniques of botanical illustration are clearly set out...
The reader will end up with a greater understanding and appreciation of plant structure. -- Virgil Rupp East
Oregonian 20020519

From the Back Cover

This comprehensive and authoritative handbook by an experienced botanical artist is intended for the people
who ask those questions—who want to portray plants and flowers with botanical accuracy: artists seeking to
extent subjects, or amateurs with an interest in botany and natural history who want to record flowers that
have given them pleasure.

The author gives detailed advice on working in pencil, pen, scraper board, water-colour and gouache, and
acrylics; on building up a drawing or painting by stages; on taking measurements and understanding plant
structure; on collecting, handling and preserving plant material; and on the use of the hand lens and
dissecting microscope. The accurate observation and the techniques that he advocates are equally applicable
to the disciplined requirements of providing plates for the scientific press and to illustrations for more
popular work or to drawing for pleasure. Essential botanical terms and information are fully explained and
illustrated, and there is a glossary.

Approximately 130 illustrations( 10 in colour) include examples of work of well-known artists of the past
and a large number of diagrams and line drawings.

About the Author

Keith West was formerly Art Lecturer for the Department of Extension Studies, University of Canterbury,
Christchurch and, for 20 years, Botanical Artist for the Botany Division of the Department of Scientific and
Industrial Research in New Zealand. He currently lives in Wales.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jane Hanscom:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
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don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book How to Draw Plants: The
Techniques of Botanical Illustration. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look
for the internet solutions or other social media.

Michael Berube:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. How to Draw Plants: The Techniques of Botanical Illustration can be your answer because it can
be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Mae Bushee:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
called of book How to Draw Plants: The Techniques of Botanical Illustration. You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.

Carla Heyward:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled
update of news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the How to Draw Plants: The Techniques of Botanical Illustration when you
required it?
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