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In 1862, four years after Minnesota was ratified as the thirty-second state in the
Union, simmering tensions between indigenous Dakota and white settlers
culminated in the violent, six-week-long U.S.–Dakota War. Hundreds of lives
were lost on both sides, and the war ended with the execution of thirty-eight
Dakotas on December 26, 1862, in Mankato, Minnesota—the largest mass
execution in American history. The following April, after suffering a long
internment at Fort Snelling, the Dakota and Winnebago peoples were forcefully
removed to South Dakota, precipitating the near destruction of the area’s native
communities while simultaneously laying the foundation for what we know and
recognize today as Minnesota.
 
In North Country: The Making of Minnesota, Mary Lethert Wingerd unlocks the
complex origins of the state—origins that have often been ignored in favor of
legend and a far more benign narrative of immigration, settlement, and cultural
exchange. Moving from the earliest years of contact between Europeans and the
indigenous peoples of the western Great Lakes region to the era of French and
British influence during the fur trade and beyond, Wingerd charts how for two
centuries prior to official statehood Native people and Europeans in the region
maintained a hesitant, largely cobeneficial relationship. Founded on
intermarriage, kinship, and trade between the two parties, this racially hybridized
society was a meeting point for cultural and economic exchange until the western
expansion of American capitalism and violation of treaties by the U.S.
government during the 1850s wore sharply at this tremulous bond, ultimately
leading to what Wingerd calls Minnesota’s Civil War.
 
A cornerstone text in the chronicle of Minnesota’s history, Wingerd’s narrative is
augmented by more than 170 illustrations chosen and described by Kirsten
Delegard in comprehensive captions that depict the fascinating, often haunting
representations of the region and its inhabitants over two and a half centuries.
North Country is the unflinching account of how the land the Dakota named Mini
Sota Makoce became the State of Minnesota and of the people who have called
it, at one time or another, home.
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In 1862, four years after Minnesota was ratified as the thirty-second state in the Union, simmering tensions
between indigenous Dakota and white settlers culminated in the violent, six-week-long U.S.–Dakota War.
Hundreds of lives were lost on both sides, and the war ended with the execution of thirty-eight Dakotas on
December 26, 1862, in Mankato, Minnesota—the largest mass execution in American history. The following
April, after suffering a long internment at Fort Snelling, the Dakota and Winnebago peoples were forcefully
removed to South Dakota, precipitating the near destruction of the area’s native communities while
simultaneously laying the foundation for what we know and recognize today as Minnesota.
 
In North Country: The Making of Minnesota, Mary Lethert Wingerd unlocks the complex origins of the
state—origins that have often been ignored in favor of legend and a far more benign narrative of
immigration, settlement, and cultural exchange. Moving from the earliest years of contact between
Europeans and the indigenous peoples of the western Great Lakes region to the era of French and British
influence during the fur trade and beyond, Wingerd charts how for two centuries prior to official statehood
Native people and Europeans in the region maintained a hesitant, largely cobeneficial relationship. Founded
on intermarriage, kinship, and trade between the two parties, this racially hybridized society was a meeting
point for cultural and economic exchange until the western expansion of American capitalism and violation
of treaties by the U.S. government during the 1850s wore sharply at this tremulous bond, ultimately leading
to what Wingerd calls Minnesota’s Civil War.
 
A cornerstone text in the chronicle of Minnesota’s history, Wingerd’s narrative is augmented by more than
170 illustrations chosen and described by Kirsten Delegard in comprehensive captions that depict the
fascinating, often haunting representations of the region and its inhabitants over two and a half centuries.
North Country is the unflinching account of how the land the Dakota named Mini Sota Makoce became the
State of Minnesota and of the people who have called it, at one time or another, home.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Mary Lethert Wingerd is associate professor of history at St. Cloud State University in St. Cloud, Minnesota.
She is the author of Claiming the City: Politics, Faith, and the Power of Place in St. Paul.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Erdmann:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great along with important the book North Country: The
Making of Minnesota. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Mary Richards:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you
read this North Country: The Making of Minnesota, you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Julia Flowers:

You will get this North Country: The Making of Minnesota by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of
this publication are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book simply by e-
book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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Robert Bartlett:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book North Country: The Making of Minnesota was colorful
and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book North Country: The Making of Minnesota has
many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you
can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try
to like reading in which.
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