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Reordering the World is a penetrating account of the complexity and
contradictions found in liberal visions of empire. Focusing mainly on nineteenth-
century Britain—at the time the largest empire in history and a key incubator of
liberal political thought—Duncan Bell sheds new light on some of the most
important themes in modern imperial ideology.

The book ranges widely across Victorian intellectual life and beyond. The
opening essays explore the nature of liberalism, varieties of imperia ideology,
the uses and abuses of ancient history, the imaginative functions of the
monarchy, and fantasies of Anglo-Saxon global domination. They are followed
by illuminating studies of prominent thinkers, including J. A. Hobson, L. T.
Hobhouse, John Stuart Mill, Henry Sidgwick, Herbert Spencer, and J. R. Seeley.
Whileinsisting that liberal attitudes to empire were multiple and varied, Bell
emphasizes the liberal fascination with settler colonialism. It was in the settler
empire that many liberal imperialists found the place of their political dreams.

Reordering the World is a significant contribution to the history of modern
political thought and political theory.
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Reordering the World is a penetrating account of the complexity and contradictions found in liberal visions
of empire. Focusing mainly on nineteenth-century Britain—at the time the largest empirein history and a
key incubator of liberal political thought—Duncan Bell sheds new light on some of the most important
themes in modern imperial ideology.

The book ranges widely across Victorian intellectua life and beyond. The opening essays explore the nature
of liberalism, varieties of imperial ideology, the uses and abuses of ancient history, the imaginative functions
of the monarchy, and fantasies of Anglo-Saxon global domination. They are followed by illuminating studies
of prominent thinkers, including J. A. Hobson, L. T. Hobhouse, John Stuart Mill, Henry Sidgwick, Herbert
Spencer, and J. R. Seeley. Whileinsisting that liberal attitudes to empire were multiple and varied, Bell
emphasi zes the liberal fascination with settler colonialism. It was in the settler empire that many liberal
imperialists found the place of their political dreams.

Reordering the World is a significant contribution to the history of modern political thought and political
theory.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Bell's masterful study represents one of the best efforts yet to untangle the many ideological and political
knots that bind liberalism and imperialism."--G. John Ikenberry, Foreign Affairs

"In what is a preeminent study of the social and political construction of the world, Bell goes way beyond the
typical discussions by demonstrating the shifting definitions of empire and the political ramifications of
conquest. In adetailed historical and political analysis of colonial interventionsin human history, he
meticulously 'unpicks' the connections that lie at the heart of both imperialism and human freedom. It is
indeed a brilliant amalgam of history and politics, thought-provoking and relevant at a juncture when the
nation and its concept are subjects of passionate, wide-reaching debate and of profound interest to
sociologists and postcolonial theorists."--Shelley Walia, Frontline

"In this collection of articles and essays, Bell achieves an impressive synthesis of liberal political thought
and British ideologies of empire."--Choice

From the Back Cover

"This brilliant work of scholarship isthe most detailed and comprehensive history of the languages of liberal
imperialism by one of the preeminent scholarsin the field. It isamust-read."--James Tully, University of
Victoria

"Liberalism and empire were not born twins together but became conjoined over the course of the nineteenth
century, with consegquences that bedevil the liberal project to this day. Reordering the World is a magisterial
study of their entanglement by a historian at the top of his game. Political theorists, intellectual historians,
and students of empire are once again in Duncan Bell's debt for his deep research, elegant analysis, and
consistently acute judgments.”--David Armitage, Harvard Univer sity

"This collection of brilliant essays highlights the complexity and breadth of modern imperial ideology in
Britain and beyond. Duncan Bell explores the entanglements of liberal thought with the politics of empire
and the manifold historical narratives developed by influential thinkers--philosophers, sociologists,
journalists, and historians--to justify and make sense of foreign conquest and settler colonialism. These far-
ranging analyses reveal, in careful detail, both the tensions and ambiguities of their thought, the
capaciousness of liberalism as an ideology, and the long-standing influence of this discomforted wrestling
with empire on twentieth-century and contemporary politics. Reordering the World thus challenges political
theorists to ‘decolonize' liberalism as a category and, in the process, demonstrates precisely why Bell isone
of the most important scholars writing about the history of political thought and empire today."--Jeanne
Morefield, Whitman College

"Thisisafine collection of essaysthat gives acompelling overview of alarge number of issues, problems,
and themes resulting from the juxtaposition of liberalism and empire."--Gregory Claeys, Royal Holloway,
University of London

"Reordering the World is a collection of unusually thoughtful, incisive, and cogent essays that will interest a
variety of scholars, from intellectual historians and scholarsin British studies to historians of empire and
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political theorists. This book will be widely read and widely taught."--Andrew Sartori, New York
University

About the Author

Duncan Bell is Reader in Palitical Thought and International Relations at the University of Cambridge and a
Fellow of Christ's College. His books include The Idea of Greater Britain: Empire and the Future of World
Order, 1860-1900 (Princeton).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Charlotte Hawley:

This Reordering the World: Essays on Liberalism and Empire book is not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get.
That Reordering the World: Essays on Liberalism and Empire without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Reordering the World:
Essays on Liberalism and Empire can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves
turn into full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Reordering the World:
Essays on Liberalism and Empire having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Benny Joiner:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time little but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many booksin the
top list in your reading list is definitely Reordering the World: Essays on Liberalism and Empire. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Donald Gullett:

Y ou can obtain this Reordering the World: Essays on Liberalism and Empire by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Just smply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right
ways for you.
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LindaMeier:

As astudent exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this Reordering the World: Essays on Liberalism and Empire can make you truly feel more
interested to read.
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