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Most people aren't very comfortable in the woods, but the woods of Briery
Swamp fit May Bird like afuzzy mitten. There, she is safe from school and the
taunts and teases of kids who don't understand her. Hidden in the trees, May isa
warrior princess, and her cat, Somber Kitty, is her brave guardian.

Then May fallsinto the lake.

When she crawls out, May finds herself in aworld that most certainly does not
feel like afuzzy mitten. In fact it is a place few living people have ever seen.
Here, towns glow blue beneath zipping stars and the people -- people? -- walk
through walls. Here the Book of the Dead holds the answers to everything in the
universe. And here, if May is discovered, the horrifyingly evil Bo Cleevil will
turn her into nothing.

May Bird must get out.
Fast.
Within these pages, Jodi Lynn Anderson shares with us the beginning of May

Bird's daring journey into the Ever After, a haunting place where true friends --
and oneterrible foe -- await her on every corner.
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Most people aren't very comfortable in the woods, but the woods of Briery Swamp fit May Bird like afuzzy
mitten. There, sheis safe from school and the taunts and teases of kids who don't understand her. Hidden in
the trees, May isawarrior princess, and her cat, Somber Kitty, is her brave guardian.

Then May fallsinto the lake.

When she crawls out, May finds herself in aworld that most certainly does not feel like afuzzy mitten. In
fact it isaplace few living people have ever seen. Here, towns glow blue beneath zipping stars and the
people -- people? -- walk through walls. Here the Book of the Dead holds the answers to everything in the
universe. And here, if May is discovered, the horrifyingly evil Bo Cleevil will turn her into nothing.

May Bird must get out.
Fast.

Within these pages, Jodi Lynn Anderson shares with us the beginning of May Bird's daring journey into the
Ever After, a haunting place where true friends -- and one terrible foe -- await her on every corner.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 5-7-May has grown up in an isolated home next to Briery Swamp. Her only real friend is her pet cat,
Somber Kitty. When she digs through the rubble of aruined post office, she finds aletter with her name on
it. It tells her to travel through the woods to a lake. When she gets there, she accidentally falls into the water,
which changes her life. After she returns home, she discovers that she can now see ghosts, and that they are
all around her. May returns to the eerie spot in the middle of the night and is dragged down into the lake,
which is actually aportal to the Ever After, where all dead people go as well as ghosts, specters, and other
spirits. This aternative world is filled with vivid characters, including Pumpkin, the shy ghost who has
watched over May since she was a child. The protagonist is sent on a quest to find a book that will tell her
what her future is and whether she can get back home. The setting of the book is confusing. Even the early
part set in the normal world is not cohesive, but it becomes even less convincing in the Ever After. Character
motivation is also an issue, because May chooses to return to the lake and then fights through the entire book
to escape what she has found. Thisis a secondary purchase compared to other vivid fantasy works like those
created by Cornelia Funke.—Tasha Saecker, Caestecker Public Library, Green Lake, W

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Gr. 4-7. Everything about 10-year-old May is odd: she lives at the edge of a deserted town; she's a shy misfit
who hasn't a clue about making friends; and her cat is an outlandish-looking hairless rex. But not even May's
worried mother knows ghosts are haunting May. After a mysterious letter lures her to afrightening world of
the dead, May must find the courage to outwit the bizarre creatures hunting her and discover why she has
been summoned to Ever After. This could easily have been just another formulaic story of aloner on a quest
who learns how to love and lives happily ever after, but it's not. Anderson sets the unsettling, nightmarish
tone of her offbeat fantasy in the first paragraph, then compounds the horror chapter after scary chapter
(think Garth Nix's Sabriel, with aleavening of humor). Thefirst of atrilogy, this book leaves loads of
tantalizing, unanswered questions. Kidswill loveit al the same, but warn them not to read it at bedtime.
Chris Sherman

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Jodi Lynn Anderson is the bestselling author of several critically acclaimed books for young people,
including Peaches, Tiger Lily, and the May Bird trilogy. She lives with her husband and son in Asheville,
North Carolina, a city that appears to have been founded by elves.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kelly Neidig:

This The Ever After (May Bird Book 1) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is
in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read alot of information you
will get. Thiskind of The Ever After (May Bird Book 1) without we recognize teach the one who examining
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Ever After (May Bird Book 1)
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can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Ever After (May Bird Book 1) having fine
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Donna Wood:

The publication with title The Ever After (May Bird Book 1) includes alot of information that you can learn
it. You can get alot of benefit after read this book. Thiskind of book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect.
Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

L eslie Woodson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Ever After (May Bird Book 1),
you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hangout type
isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Judith Bryant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading
isvery important and also book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is niagra The Ever After (May Bird Book
1).
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