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From the New York Times bestselling author of The Descendants—a “funny,
insightful, and unsentimental” (People, 4 stars) novel about a grieving mother
and the shocking surprise that may help her reclaim her hold on life.

In the idyllic ski town of Breckenridge, Colorado, Sarah St. John is reeling.
Three months ago, her twenty-two-year-old son, Cully, died in an avalanche.
Sarah’s father, a retiree, tries to distract her from her grief with gadgets from the
home shopping channel. Sarah’s best friend offers life advice by venting details
of her own messy divorce. Even Cully’s father reemerges, stirring more emotions
and confusion than Sarah needs. But Sarah feels she is facing the stages of
grief—the anger, the sadness, the letting go—alone; she desperately wants to
hear the swoosh of her son’s ski pants, or watch him skateboard past her window.
And one day a strange girl arrives on her doorstep. Unexpected and unexplained,
she bears a secret from Cully that could change all of their lives forever.

With wry wit and intuition, Kaui Hart Hemmings highlights the subtle
poignancies of grief and relationships in this stunning look at people faced with
impossible choices. Called “surprisingly entertaining” (The New York Times
Book Review) and “familiar yet richly, astutely observant and reflective” (The
Boston Globe), The Possibilities brilliantly portrays tragic ineffability with grace
and hope.
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From the New York Times bestselling author of The Descendants—a “funny, insightful, and unsentimental”
(People, 4 stars) novel about a grieving mother and the shocking surprise that may help her reclaim her hold
on life.

In the idyllic ski town of Breckenridge, Colorado, Sarah St. John is reeling. Three months ago, her twenty-
two-year-old son, Cully, died in an avalanche. Sarah’s father, a retiree, tries to distract her from her grief
with gadgets from the home shopping channel. Sarah’s best friend offers life advice by venting details of her
own messy divorce. Even Cully’s father reemerges, stirring more emotions and confusion than Sarah needs.
But Sarah feels she is facing the stages of grief—the anger, the sadness, the letting go—alone; she
desperately wants to hear the swoosh of her son’s ski pants, or watch him skateboard past her window. And
one day a strange girl arrives on her doorstep. Unexpected and unexplained, she bears a secret from Cully
that could change all of their lives forever.

With wry wit and intuition, Kaui Hart Hemmings highlights the subtle poignancies of grief and relationships
in this stunning look at people faced with impossible choices. Called “surprisingly entertaining” (The New
York Times Book Review) and “familiar yet richly, astutely observant and reflective” (The Boston Globe),
The Possibilities brilliantly portrays tragic ineffability with grace and hope.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Three months after her 21-year-old son, Cully, is killed in an avalanche, Sarah St. John
decides to go back to work. But her job as cohost of Fresh Tracks, a program that is piped into the hotel
rooms of Breckenridge, Colorado, now seems inane. Added to that, when Sarah and her best friend, Suzanne,
clean out Cully’s room, they find evidence that he was selling pot. More surprises about Cully come to light
when a girl named Kit appears on Sarah’s doorstep. Soon it is revealed that Cully and Kit had a relationship,
and Sarah and her father, Lyle, with whom she shares her house, are drawn to Kit because she seems to make
Cully more reachable. The whole of what Sarah calls her “tribe”—Sarah, Lyle, Suzanne, and Kit, along with
Cully’s dad, Billy, whom Sarah never married—go on a road trip to Colorado Springs to attend a memorial
service for Cully, and the trip helps them find a way to move forward and achieve a measure of peace. As
she did in The Descendants (2007), Hemmings deftly deploys her idyllic setting, leavens tragedy with
humor, avoids sentimentality, and offers characters whom readers will find very appealing. HIGH-
DEMAND BACKSTORY: Anticipation will be running high for the second novel from Hemmings, whose
debut, The Descendants, has been published in 20 other countries and was made into an Oscar
Award–winning film directed by Alexander Payne and starring George Clooney. --Mary Ellen Quinn

Review
"Kaui Hart Hemmings’ novel is a graceful, subtle primer on freedom—the means by which we free (and
forgive) ourselves, our parents, and our children, as well as the almost unbearable getting-of-wisdom by
which we free our beloved dead. The Possibilities is familiar to us, in all its wit and intelligence, because we
know the characters. We are the characters."
—Susanna Moore, author of The Life of Objects

"In smooth, nuanced prose, Kuai Hart Hemmings deftly captures the emotional hurtles that pin our day-to-
day lives to the map of the universe. The Possibilities is a heartrending story of grief, resilience, and
ultimately joy in all the tumult that loving other people inevitably demands. A soulful gem of a novel that
reminds us to treasure every fleeting, crystalline moment of family love and our imperfect lives."
—Carol Cassella, author of Gemini

"As she did in The Descendants (2007), Hemmings deftly deploys her idyllic setting, leavens tragedy with
humor, avoids sentimentality, and offers characters whom readers will find very appealing."
—Booklist (starred review)

“A strong second showing for readers who enjoy modern characters, some laughs, and a good cry.”
—Library Journal

"Hemmings writes a piercing, empathetic story about parenthood and unfathomable heartbreak and manages
to bring humor and hope to her characters. Emotionally complex and relatable to all, it will be particularly
understandable to those who’ve experienced the inexplicable, devastating loss of a loved one."
—Kirkus (starred review)

“A grieving mother tries to make peace with her son’s death in this wry and heartwarming second novel
from the author of The Descendants…With a deft and dry humor, Hemmings tackles the unique and
unexpectedly humorous ways in which one is expected to mourn… a treatise on parenthood.” —Publishers
Weekly (starred review)
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“No question this talented writer owns paradise.”
—Houston Chronicle

“Hemmings has dreamed up a beguiling assortment of characters…Funny, insightful and unsentimental, the
book confirms that yes, people drive each other crazy much of the time, but as often as they fail, they never
stop trying to rise to the occasion.”
—People (4 stars)

“What’s fresh about Hemmings’s book isn’t the various story lines but the characters’ antic personalities and
the language with which she creates them… surprisingly entertaining and intermittently moving…The
Possibilities is a novel about learning to move forward, even while haunted by such dark thoughts.”
—New York Times Book Review

"[The Possibilities] is engagingly direct and unsentimental, somehow familiar yet richly, astutely observant
and reflective. Hemmings has created a vivid, memorable group of flawed yet likable kindred spirits in
whom we become deeply invested, charmed by the realistic rhythms and irreverent non sequiturs of their
lively conversations."—The Boston Globe

“The Possibilities stands on its own, and despite its popular appeal, Hemmings' second novel has literary
chops too….The inconsistency of humanity is gorgeous and sad and exhilarating, and Hemmings captures it
as well as she ever has.”
—Chicago Tribune

“The characters are so real, so warm and sympathetic, that you'd be happy to follow them to and from the
grocery store just for the pure pleasure of their company. The language is frisky and funny…A gorgeous,
smart book about letting go, and seeing all that remains, and then learning to cherish all the possibilities left
to you with gratitude and grace.”
—San Francisco Chronicle

“Lifelong Breckenridge resident Sarah St. John narrates her story with wry, honest reflections on unattained
dreams, friendship and, mainly, parenthood…It feels good to be along for the ride.”
—Seattle Times

About the Author
Kaui Hart Hemmings has degrees from Colorado College and Sarah Lawrence, and she was a Stegner Fellow
at Stanford University. Her first novel, a New York Times bestseller, The Descendants, has been published in
twenty-two other countries and is now an Oscar-winning film directed by Alexander Payne and starring
George Clooney. She is also the author of a story collection House of Thieves, the novels How to Party with
an Infant and The Possibilities, and the YA novel Juniors. She lives in Hawaii.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Larry Valadez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled The Possibilities: A Novel. Try to the actual book The Possibilities: A
Novel as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of
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course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience as well as
knowledge with this book.

Roger Cooper:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Possibilities: A Novel is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in
this era.

Clark Palumbo:

The publication untitled The Possibilities: A Novel is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can
see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research
when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of The Possibilities: A Novel from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Alvin Reed:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book
has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
The Possibilities: A Novel offer you a new experience in examining a book.
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